£. a 


WORKE 


”Y 4 


»47 . 
= 

4 

2 


. AK * 4 | 
M A N, 
That 


NEEDETH NOT 
TO- BE ASHAMED: 
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A Sermon deſcribing-the duety of a godly 
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XUNM 


MY REVEREND 
GOOD FRIEND M*#. D. 


Srakke, MiniSTER OrF Gops 


WorDp AT BritEeTtcuLttey IN 
By CXINGHAMSHIRE, 
Grace and Peace. 


Ar, 1 preſent Þnto.you 
here a Sermon, pen- 
ned by mee. concer- 
| ning the duety of 4 
Godly Mimiſter, I 
confeſſes, it may be. 
thought great pre- 


| /umption,that I, who 
han Ee 4 am the leaſt of many 
> thouſands of my brethren, ſhould take Vpon me. 
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___ TheEpiſtleDedicatone, 
© Magis wibi £0 feach-others, * wbo ſtand more need to learne_ i 
| > wrt my felfe. But I may truly ſay,as pn A.Gellius ſaid 
como Marot of acertaine booke of Lzlius, T hat I writ it ra- 
a Suimagis ther for mine owne admonition,then for theinſtru- 
admonendi, = 
am aliorum C7101 of others, Whatſoeneritts, I am bold to 
Co ka62s publiſh it to the View of the world in your name, 
both in regard of that deſire I haue to teſtifie my 
thankefulneſſe vnto you , for the great and vnde- 
ſerued kindneſſe,l haue many waies found at your 
bands, eſpecially for that ( as T doe willingly ac- 
knowledge ) you were the firſt that perſwaded and” 
encouraged me to enter into the Mintery, and the 
firſt place which I hadinthe Church, had of your 
free gift : and alſo in reſpeFt of that renerence_-, | 
Which I beare Vnto your graue and venerable old 
b Venerabilis Ape :> Venerable, I ſay, not ſo much in number of 
ſed virruwm YEEVEs (though they bee Very many) as in aboun- 
ae: dance of vertue, It is not with you, asit is with 
pt.2. too many, who being decrepit with age, and ready 
c Senec.de t0 be laid on the Beere , © haue no other argument 
vrenitYt®- to proue that #hey bane lined long , but their gray 
haires and their wrinckles, But you hane Verified 
See, hat ſpeechof SALOMON,A C18 acrowne 
2 of glory, when it is found in the way of 
righteouſneſle, T he paines that you bane taken 
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PO ARES | 
The Epiſtle Dedicatorie.” 
7. intheChurch, in preaching the Word 1nſeaſon »Tim4.% 
and out of ſeaſon (as the Apoſile commandeth) 

will no doubt make you famous to poſterity : eſþe- 

cially conſidering , that -euen now when your 
ſtrength is ſpent, and your body worne , ſo as you 

might inſtly with* Veianius,long agoe haue ban- * —-Vcianius 
ved Vp your armour,and betaken your ſelfe to reſt, nts 
yet ſtill you continue your wonted labour , as ſarrabdus 
though you deſired toend your life & your preach- mY 

ing bothat once. And when you ſhall be gathered 

hence as aricke of Corne, you ſhall ſuruine m thoſe 

three worthy Sonnes of yours , whom you haue M. Thomas 
beene careful to trame þ inthe Schooles of the Cece: _ 
| Prophets ; two of them being already profitable "au. 

| Miniſters mthe Church ; and the third,as he hath Syarke of Pe- 
attayned to a great meaſure of learning : ſo, I C——_ 
doubt not , but he will imploy it to the edification matt 


of the body of Chrift, But I am not willing to de- Magdalen 

| tayne you With any further mention of theſe —_— 
things, 1 beſeech you to accept of theſe weake me- 

ditations , with the ſame minde and affetion, 

herewith I offer them. And howſoener , I con- 

feſſe, they be not worthy the exerciſe of great Di- cyp..in $yms 

umes : yet if hereby I may excite ſome yong be- Mu A2o: 

Liners ,to the more conſcionable diſcharge of ther 


duets, 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
dueties, I ſhall thinke my labour well beſtowed, 
I pray God ſtill to bleſſe your godly labours, 
that when you ſhall hane finiſhed your 
courſe, you may receixe that 
Crowne of righteouſneſſe, 
which is laid Þp for 
you in the King- 
dome of bea- 


+ MeNs 


Your W. in all Chriſtian | 
VP 
affection, 


CHARLES RICHARDSON. 
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A SER 
DESCRIBING THE 
DVTY OF A GODLY 


MINISTER, 


2. TIM. 2. I5- 


Study ts ſhew thy ſclfe approved vnto God, « Worke-man 
that needeth not to be aſhamed, dividing the Word of 
eruth aright. , 


———— His Timethews, to whom 
Aſa) = = both theſe Epiſtles are 
written , hauing beene 
brought vp in the know- 
ledge of the holy Scrip- a,Timz.15, 
tures from his cradle; and | 
& || bauing alwaies been faith- 
full in the profcſſion of 
Chriſtian Religion , was 
therefore in very great e- 
ſtimation with the Apos- 4&.16.3.4.6 
| file Paul; and was either 20. 4. & Rows. 
one of his Companions in his peregrinations; or elſe 15.3» 
when the eFpoſftle himſelfe was kept in priſon, he imployed 
him as a Afinifter , and ſent him to confirme the Churches 
which he had planted, Thus was he ſent to the Corinthi- 
B ans, 


. x1.C87.4.17+ 
1:Tbeſ<3-2+ 


'Þ The faithful Steward 
ans , To put them inremembrance of that which the Apoſtle 


had taught, Thus was he alſo ſent to the Theſſaloniens, To 
eſtabliſh them, and to comfort them touching their faith, For 


x.Cor.4.17. & this cauſe , whereſoeuer the Apoſtle maketh mention of 
16.10. Pbil.2. him, he doth alwaycs giue him very great commendation, 


2. 


a8. 1 6.9.1 ©, 


LTimmele3« 


1.TIm.3.15. 


2 Tim,14- 


IeTi.3-14, 


2.5 4.6. 


22-& 1-Theſ.z. Now, when the Apoſtle was himfelfe to depart into as 


cedonia,where the Lord had called him by a viſion ropreach 
the Goſpel; he left Timotheis at Epheſws, to reſiſt the falſe 
Teachers , which were crept into the Church, and began 
to corrupt ſound doctrine, thereby to draw men from the 
ſinceritie of faith. And becauſe there was not yet a ſufh- 
cient number of Afinifters in the Church of Epheſus to 
preach the Goſpel, therefore the Apoſtle giueth him autho- 
rity, to ordayne as many as ſhould be needfull. And for 
his better direQion in ſo waighty a buſineſle, hce writeth 
the former Epiſtle vnto him, teaching him , what hee is 
chiefly to reſpe& in the impoſition of hands,and ſhewing, 
who are to be admitted vnto that great and high calling, 
and who arc to be reiectcd, FE 

And becauſe T imother, as a louing Schollar, was much 
grieued, and ſhed many teares, at the departure of ſo kind 
a Maſter, therefore to comfort him, the Apoſile promiſed 
in the former Epiſtle, if it were poſſible, to come vnto him 
againe very ſhortly, But being in the meane while carried 
as a priſoner to Rowe, and hauing now no hope euer to re- 
rurne againe to Epbeſzs , but rather looking euery dayfor 
preſent death : hee writeth this ſecond Epifile vnto T imo- 
thexs , both to confirme and arme him againſt the feare of 
perſecution , which in regard of his youth might trouble 
and diſmay him :and alſo, to dire him further , howto 
behaue himſelfe in the goucrnement of Gods Church. 

But not to ſpend time in yn-folding the whole Epiſtle, 
but to come neere the wordes that ate to bee handled; in 
this ſecond Chapter , the Apefle firſt of all exhorteth 77- 
mothen vnto; cheerefulneſie, and diligence in preaching of 
the Goſpel/, and to appoint meet and ſufficient Nos 

or 
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for the propagating of ſound do@trine vnto poſteritic; 

which exhortation, with the reaſons of it, is continued 

ynto the 9, verſe. Secondly, hee comforteth him by many 

arguments, bothagainſt that offence he might take at his 

bonds and impriſonment,and alſo againſt the feare of per- 

ſecution, which might befall himſelfe likewiſe : and that 

wynto the 14. verſe, Thirdly, becauſe cuen then the Church 

began to be tronbled with contentions, diſputations, and 

Nrife about words, inthe 14. verſe he exho:teth him to re- 

ſtrainethem to the vttermoſt of his power. And fuſt, the 

more to terrifie thoſe that delighted in ſuch pecuiſh oppo- 

ſitions , he bids him yſe great vehemency of ſpeechain re- 

prouing them, eucn to proteſt unto them before the Lord; 

thereby inſinuating, how dangerous a thing this litigious 

and wrangling knowledge is. Then he ſetteth downe two 

arguments to diflwade or them, taken from the vnpro- 

fitable effeRs of them, Firſt, that they are to no profit, nei- Altercands ve- 

ther to the Teachers themſelues , who thereby come to rizas amittitur, 
loſe the truth : nor yet to their Hearers , who by ſuch Caluin.inle- 2." 
courſes are not at all built yp in Faith and Charitie, which ©» | 
is the true yſe of Chriſtian +oArine. Secondly, that ſuch z.Tiw.113» 
contentions axe ſo farre from profiting, as that rather they 

tend to the pernerting of the Srain : turning them away 

from true Faith, and ſo conſequently, from euerlaſting ſal- 

uation. 

Now, becauſe as Cainin obſerueth , all this ſtirre and 

frife in doQrine ariſeth from this Fountayne, that men of 

good, but vnſanRtified wits,defire in a vaine oftentation to 

vaunt and ſet forth themſclues and their gifts before men : 

therefore, the Apoſtle in this verſe , preſcribeth a moſt ex- 

cellent remedie for that diſcaſe, exhorting T imothews, and 
all other in his place, to caſt their eyes vpon God, making 

it their chiefe ſtudie to approue themſclues to him , inthe 

faithfull execution of their miniſterie, and in the ſincere 
performance of thoſe dueties which God requireth of 

them, As if he ſhould ſay , Let others that delight in it, 

| B 3 ſecke 
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4 The faithfull Steward | 


ſecke to win the applauſe of men: but doe thou fludiero 
approue thy ſelfe and thy miviſteric ynto God, And thus 


doc theſe wordes depend on that which went before. In 


the handling whereof, for our more orderly procceding, 
let vs conſider theſe two things : firſt, the duetie where- 


-unto the eApoſtle exhorteth Timothers : and ſecondly, the 


meanes preſcribed for the better performance thereof. The 
ductie is this, that he ſtudie to appron: himſelfe to God, The 
meanes whereby this may be effected, are two : firſt, if he 
be a worke-man, and ſuch a one as needeth not to be aſhamed, 
Secondly , if he dwide the Word of trmth aright, And thus 
much for the opcning and reſoluing of the wordes. Let vs 
now proceede to the doctrines and inſtructions , that ariſe 
from them, 


eniSacy, 3 Strdic to ſhewthy ſelfe approued to God,) The word that 
emedii, feſti- 15 rendred ſtudie, is of great force inthe orsginall, and fignt- 


natso. 


fieth to endeuour to the vttermoſt of ones power,to vie al 
diligence, and euen to inforce a mans ſelfe to doe a thing, 
and ſoit is vied and tranſlated, 2.Pet,1.10. Gime diligence 
to make your calling and elettion ſure, And, Hebr,6.11, 
Shew the ſame diligence. And therefore S, Jerome readeth 


Selicite ftude & it, fudy carefally or diligently: and labour for this aboue 


wite omnia boc 


latora, &c. 


Hieron-in loc, 


Dott. 1. 
pe —_——— 


1,007.4 3 »4+ 


all things, &c. This then may bce our firſt inſtruction. 
That it ought to be the chiefe and principall carc of a Mi- 
sifter of the Word , to approue himſelfe ynto God, This 
was the endeuour of the e4poftle Paml, as himſelfe teſti- 
fieth. As touching me, ſaith he, [paſſe very lutle to be indged 
of you, or of mans iudagement : no, | indge not mine owne ſelfe, 
For I know nithing by my ſelfe , yet am I not thereby inſlified; 
but he that indgeth me,is the Lord, Vpon which place Mnſ- 
enlas giveth this good note, The faithfulneſſe of a Aſini- 
fter of Chriſt, is not commended in that , that hee appeare 
faithfull ro men, but that hee bee found faithfull of Chriſt 
the Lord, And therefore, faith he, this hee ſtndieth moſt, 
that from his heart hee may ſerue Chriſt, ſeeking nothing 
elſe but to aduance his Kingdome, And in another place 


the 
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_ of Gods bouſe, © "=" 

the ApoZle ſaith , In declaration of the trath we approne our 2.Cor qt. . 
ſelmes to every mans conſcience in the ſight of God, And againe, | 
In all things we approx onr ſelues as the M iniſters of God, The & &.4+ 
ſame care ought to beein all other godly Miniſters. The 
reaſon is , becauſe euery good Miniſter is the ſeruant of 
God, and that after a ſpeciall manner, as the peſtle ſaith: 
God « my wine fe, whom 1 ſerue in my Spirit, in the Goſpell of Rom.1.9- 
his Senne : and in another place, Hee connted me faitkfull, 1.Tim,1.12, 
ſaith he, and pur me in his [ernice., Now, as euery good fer. 
uant is carefull tro approue himſelfe to his owne Maſter, 
aboue all other:{o ſhould cuery godly Afiniſter defire moſt 
of all to approue himſelfe ro God. Yea, itis required of 
earthly ſeruants, that in the ſeruice they perfo:me to their 
bodily maſters,they ſhould ſeeke the approbation of God, 
and therefore they are commanded, With good will to ſerne Epheſs.7. 
the Lord, and not men, And , Whatſoemer they doe , to doe it C0l.;.21." 
heartily, as tothe Lord, and not vnto #:en Much more ſhould 
Miniſters , who doe immediately ſerue the Lord , in the | 
worke of the miniſterie, ſceke to approue themſclues vnto 
him. In the beginning of this Chapter, the Apoſtle calleth 
Timothen ( Ks ſo all the Minifters of the Word) a good 2.Tim.2-3+ 
Souldier of Ieſws (hriſt. Now, a Souldier hauing by oath | 
bound himſelfe to his Captayne, or Generall, JG is 
ſo.to carry himſelfe in the warres,as he may pleaſe him that 4+ 
hath choſen hmm to be a Soulsier, as the Apoſile ſaith. In like 
manner, a Ainiffer having giuen vp his name, and bound 
himſelfe to fight vnder the Banner, not of ſome earthly 
Captayne, as Alexander , or Ceſar, orſuch like, but of 
Chri#t Jeſus, the great Generall of heauen and earth,ought 
ſo to bchaue himſelfe in all things that appertayne vnto 
his duety, as he may be approucd and accepted of him that 
called him. 

This doArine, to make ſome vſe of it, ſeructh firſt, for Fſe 1. 
the iuſt reproofe of thoſe, who not regarding the appro= 
bation of God, doe affect and hunt after the vaine and po- 
pular applauſe of men : gaping as greedily after it , as the 


6 The faithfull Steward 
Cameleon doth after the ayre , which is her onely nouriſh- 
* Pulchrum eſt ment. * They count it a goodly matter, that men take no- 
monſiraridigi- tice of them, and point at them for their gifts; yea, many 
to, & dicier bic times, though they be neuer ſo meane that doe it. As it is 
4 Perſ-Satts £:4 of Demoſthenes, that he was filled with pride,when he 
1an Var biſt. : Ss 
lib.g.cap.17, beard the Water-bearers whiſper ſomethin 5 in his com- 
mendation, as he paſſed by them. Now, he that is thus af- 
feed, can neuer b ſincere in the execution of his miniſte- 
rie. For he will meaſure all things by his owne eſtimation 
and credit, and will make all that he doth, yea, euen the 
dodrine that hee delinereth , to ſerue to that end. And 
therefore, the Apoftlſe commending the finceritic of his mi. 
1.Tbeſ.2,6. nifteric to the Theſſalovians, taketh both God and them to 
witneſle, that he never ſought praiſe of men, neither of them, 
nor of others : infinuating, that if he had ſought praiſe and 
approbation with men , hee could not haue beene ſincere. 
Controzerſ. lib.5 For as Seneca ſaith well : He that ſeeketh after praile,is de- 
firous to haue himſelfe approued,and not the cauſe which 
he handleth ; whereupon followeth this fault , that he 0- 
mitteth many neceſlary things, while hee laboureth onely 
ro make a faire ſhew. And hence is it, that vaine-glorious 
Alinifters, are not the ſame men in their preaching , when 
they haue a great Auditory, as when they preach to a few. 
Sen.Epift.z9, So that when wee ſee ſuch a man, famous in the eſtima- 
tion of the people, applauded and commended whereſoe- 
uer hee commeth, wee haue cauſe to pitty him, and to la- 
ment his eſtate , becauſe he cannot attayne to ſuch fauour 
by fincere and faithfull dealing. I doe not denie,but a man 
may lawfully receiue that reuerent eſtimation , that is duc 
to yertue and good deſerts. For it is the commandement 
of God, that they that are inferiour in gifts, ſhould honor 
thoſe whoſe gifts are more eminent, Exod.20.12. Andit 
is agreeable to juſtice, that they that are indued with more 
excellent gifts of God, and doe yſe them to the benefit of 
others, ſhould in thankefulneſle receiue ſome recompence. 


Now, what better recompence can be giuen them , then 
K honor 
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of Gods houſe, 4 
honor and due reſpect? Beſides, it is very profitable, For 
they that haue gifts in any meaſure,are hereby excited and 
ſtirred vp to ſtriue to a greater excellency. And-the reue= 
rence that is done vnto them , doth procure them authori- 
ty with others , and cauſe them tobe had in higher repu- 
tation , and ſo their paines and diligence doth the more 
good. And therefore, the Apoſtle dorh not ſay, that he re- 
fuſed that reuerence and honor that was giuen to him and 


his. Hpoſileſvip, though he acknowledge that the Galatians Gal.g. 14: 


receined him 4s an Zingell of God , yea, as Chrift Ieſus : but 
onely he ſaith, he affected it not,he ſought nor after it am- 
bitiouſly, as roo many doe, which is the greateſt yanitie in 


the world. For, as he , that prayſeth bimſelfe,ss not allowed 1.Corroa8, 


(as the eApofle faith) fo neither is he allowed, that by this 
meanes is fondly praiſed of men, bu# hee whom the Lord 
prayſeth. 

Secondly, it ſerueth to admoniſh euery one of vs, to la- 
bour aboue all things for the Lords approbatjon in our 


miniſterie, that we may be Paſtors according to hicheart, as Jer.3,15, 


the Lord himſelfe ſaith : For this end, firſt, it is required of 
vs, that we be faithfull in the diſcharge of our duecties.The 


eApoſtle exhorteth earthly ſeruants, ro ſhew all good faithful- Tit 2.10. 


xefſe vnto their bodily Maſters, Much more muſt wee bee 


faithfull, that are Gods Stewards , to whom he hath com- 2:C07 41. 


mitted the diſpenſation of his holy myſteries : whereupon, 
faith Luther, Let cuery man bee Airhfull in his miniſterie. 
Let him not ſecke his owne glory, Lethim not reſt in the 
vaine applauſe of the fooliſh multitude : bur ler this be his 
greateſt care, that he may performe his worke well, thatis, 
that hee may purely preach the Goſpell, But our faithful. 
nefle muſt elvecially appeare in this, that we labour to ga- 
ther Diſciples vnto Chriſt. We may not be like thoſe falſe 


Teachers, which the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of, To draw Diſciples Atao.zo. 


after our ſelues,that is,to make SeRs,and cauſe men to giue 
vp their namesto vs, But all our endeuour muſt bee to 
bring mento Chriſt, And this is infinuated in the commi/< 
fou 


8 T he. faithfull Steward 
Mat.23.19- fon which Chriſt giueth his Apof/es, and in them the eG: 
ue Hnmivoerse Piſters that ſucceed them, namely, To goe and teach all Na- 
tions : where the word ſignifieth to make them Dsſciples, 
As all the gaine of carthly ſeruants doth redound ynto 
their Maſters,and not to themſelues : {o the foules that we 
gaine by our preachiug , ſhould redound vnto God. And 
Ioh.1.19.-20. therefore,'when the /ewes began to make account of ſohn 
Baptiſt, both for the auſteritie of his life, and for the excel- 
lency of his preaching, and the rareneſle of his baptiſme ; 
he would by no meanes ſuffer them to be too highly con- 
26.27. ceited of him, but laboureth to make them acknowledge 
Chriſt, whom hee ſo farre preferred before himſelfe,as hee 
confeſleth , hee was not worthy to vnleoſe the latchet of his 
fo#00. And when his owne Diſciples began to dote of him 
more then was fit, and went . wok to breed ſome emula« 
tion in him againſt our Sawiowr Chriff, becauſe he alſo be- 
lob. 3.26.28 30. gan to baptize, and all men came to him, hec tclleth them in 
aine termes, that it was meet they ſhould doe ſo. And as 
for himſelfe,he had told them that he was onely a fore-run- 
Mat,11.3 nerſent before him; and faith he, He muſt increaſe, but 1 
mut decreaſe. Y ea afterwards , hee ſendeth them alſo to 
Chriſt, that they might know him to be the only truc Adeſ- 
fias, and fo alſo become followers of him, 

Secondly, we muſt in all our miniſterie chiefly ayme at 
the glory of God, and the ſaluation of the people, commir- 
ted to our charge, It is the generall duety of all Chriſtians, 
in all their ations to propound the glory of God, as their 

x.Cor.10,3r, Chicfe and principall ſcope. Whatſoener yee doe ( laith the 
eApoſile ). dee all to the glory of God. Much more ſhould 

Miniſter, make the glory of God the principall end of all 

their miniſteriall dueties. And indeed, the glory of all our 

actions is wholly due to the Lord, who worketh whatſoe- 

uer is wrought by ys. Weare but inſtruments in the Lords 

hand, and therefore , we cannot arrogate any thing to our 

Ferenrs, f{elues without preiudice to him. Shall the axe (faith the 
Prophet ) bea#t i ſelfe againſt bim that heweth therewith ? or 

" hal 
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| later, when enuie is ceaſed, namely a 


of Gods houſe, . \ 9 
fhall the Saw exalt it ſelfe againſt hins that moneth it ? If thex+ 
fore wee ſee any good efte&t wrought by our mini | 
let vs ſay with Daxzid, Not unto vs, O Lord,not umto vs but Pſal-115.t, 
wnto thy Name gine the glory. 
And for the ſaluation of the people, the Apoſtle victh it 
as an argument to.perſwade 7imothews, to be diligent and 
conſtant in the diſcharge of his duety. Taks beede wntorhy. 1.Tim.4.16, 
ſelfe, faith he, and vmo learning ; continue thertin: for in do« 
mg this, thoy ſhalt ſane both thy ſelfe and them that heare thee. 
As if hee ſhould haue ſaid , Let them that are defirous of Caluinlocum. 
vaine-glorie, pleaſe themſelues with their owne ambition; . 
fet them applaude themſelues in the ſubtilties of their wit; 
tet it be fulcient for thee, to bend thy ſtudy to the furthe- 
rance of thine owne and the peoples ſaluation.Thus if we 
ſer our ſclues to bee approtied vnto God , the Lord that 
knoweth our ſinceritic, will not be wanting to reward vs 
liberally, and that euen in this life, making the Spirit of lo» ;, pe.4.14, 
rie toreft yponvs, as the Apoſtle Peter calleth it. To whic 
purpole Luther hath a good ſaying : If a mans worke bee 
right, let him be ſure that hee ſhall never want glory nei- 
ther with God, nor with men. As wee ſee by experience, 
that they that ſet themſelues conſcionably to performe the 
dueties of their calling, the Lord doth ſooner or later 
cauſe them to bee eſteemed and had in reuerence of men , 
ea many times of ſuch as are enemies to the G»ſpe//. The Sen.Epift.$e. 
oors man could ſay,thatglory is the ſhadow of yertue, 
which will accompany men whether they will or no. But 
as the ſhaddow ſometimes goeth before the bodie, and 
{ometimes followeth after : A glory is ſometimes before 
vs, and preſenteth it ſelfe ro our view; ſometimes it com- 
meth behinde vs, and is the greater, by how much it 1s the 
Fer our death. But 
without all'queſtion , howſocuer it pleaſeth the Lord to 
deale with vs in this life : yet at the great day of Iudge- 
ment, When the chiefe Shepbeard ſhall appeare,we ſhall receine \ Pa..4. 


an incorrwptible Crowne of glory. Then our Maſter Chriſt 
C Jeſus, 


Math. . 5.:1- 


Iſay ;s 10. 


Key.117. 
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0 The faithful Steward 
Hoſms, when hee ſhall come to call vs to account for theta- 
lens and gifts which he hath giuen vs,and ſhall finde that 
wee hauec imployed them to the glory of his Name , and 
the good of his Church, ſhall ſay voto vs, /r is welldone, 
thou good and fatthfull ſerwant : emer into thy Mafters toy. 
Laſt of all, here is alſo an admonition for all th* hearers 
of the Word, that they ſufter their CAſmniſters to performe 
this duetic. There is a ſecret corruption in moſt men,they 
would haue a Miniſter to ſpeake to their humours, and to 
ſooth them vp in wharſocuer they do.lfthey (ay the Crow 
is white, they would haue the Miniſter to ſay ſo too, They 
cannot indure that hee ſhould propbefie right things wants 
them, but would haue him to ſpeake flattering things as the 
Prophet ſaith of the people in his time, Bur, as hath beene 
ſaid alreadie, The Mrmifter is the ſeruant of Chriſt, to 
whom onely he ought to approouc himſelfe, and of whom 
onely hee ought to labour to draw men to bee followers, 
and therefore, he muſt adminiſter and diſpenſe the Word 
indifferently yato all, not caring whom he pleaſeth or diſ- 
pleaſeth, ſo he may pleaſe God, What meſlage ſocuer the 
Lord purtteth into his mouth, how harſh ſocuer it be, hee 
muſt deliver it faithfnlly,though all the world be offended 
at it, As the Lord charged the Prophet Jeremy ; Sprake onto 


 themalithat 1 command thee, be net afraid of their faces, left 


I deſtroy thee before them, The Mimifter, you ſee,muſt deale 
faithfully in the Lords buſmeſſe , cucn paine of his 
high diſpleaſure, Ba{azm that falſe prophet could ſay, Maſt 
1 not take heede to ſpeaks that , which the Lord bath pat into 
my mouth ? Much more ought a godly miniffer to be care- 
full that way, that though hee might gaine never ſo much 
by flactering , yet hee muft wor goe beyond the Word of the 
Lord, to ave lefſe or more : hee muſt not giue titles 10 wen, not 
cauſcleficly commend them without deſert, lefl bis Maker 
reprowe line , as Tob faith, ſob 32:22. Yea the Apoſtle Pant 


faith, f bs ſoowld goe about to pleaſe men, hee were not the ſer- 
».wr of Chrift, It he ſhould apply his doQtine to mens hu- 


mours 


of Gods houſe,.  - "ke 

mours and affections, the Lord would neuer approve him; . 
And therefore all this being ſo, you muſt giue your avis 
feersleaueto diſcharge their duties in all finceritie,and not 
bee offended, though at Gods Commandement,they doe 
ſomewhat ſharpely reprooue vour finnes. For as the Ape 
files (aid of obedience, ſo may wee ſay-in this caſe:Wherher Als 4-19. 
it op right in the ſight of God, topleaſe you rather then God, 
i#4ge ye. 

A Sake )Che ſame word is yſed in the parable ofthe 
Vineyard, Math, 20. 1. and there is tranſlated labowrers, ipydrec. 
And ſoit is vied, 2, Theſ. 3. to. where the Apoſtle com- , , 
mandeth, thatif there were avy that would not works , hes #7000 
ſhould not eate. From whence ariſeth this next inſtruction: 
That the Calling of a Aſvifter is a painefull and laborious DoF. 2. 
calling,and he that would approue himſelfe and his Mini- 
ſteric ynto God, hee muſt be a workewan, This the Apo» 
file confirmeth in many other places. Exhorting the Theſſa- 
leniaxs to a reuerent and due eſtimation of their Afwwifters, 
he ſaith, Know them that labour among you, ce. And in an 1-Theſ. 5 12; 
other place, The Elders, ſaith he, that rule well, are worthy of 1Tim.y 17. 
dowble honour ; eſpecially they which labour in the Word and 
Dolrine. In both which places, the word there vſcd,doth zourorres. 
fignifie to labour vnto wearinefle, In like manner, exhor- 
ting Timethews to the performance of his duety , hee bids 
bim, Watch in all things, doe the works of an Enangel:ſt, ©, Tim. 4.5. 
And, deſcribing the office of a faithfull Aſwfer, he faith, 
If any man defire the office of a Biſhop, he deſireth a worthy :.Tim.x.1. 
works, Whereypon S. Auguſtine faith, (a) The office of a (a)Epiſcopatus 
Biſhop is a name of labour, not of honor : that a man may *****«}! ogerir, 
know that he is no Bifbop, that would bear rule,burt would *** 
doe no good, According to that ſpeech of our Saviowy , 
Math.yg. 7. Swrely the barneſt is great, but the labonrers are 
few : wherefare pray the Lord of the harneft , that he wonld 
ſend forth labowrers tuto bis harnoft. Where the ſame word is De ciz.Dei b.rg 
vſed that is in this place. Whereunto. agreeth that ſaying £19: 
of $. Avgwſtine, that the office of a Adimiſter is rather a bur» ora arg 
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Deolaw. den then an honor, And Bernard ſaith, Great.is the place 
of Miniſters in the Kingdome of God : bur yet there is no 
ſmall labour belonging vnto them. So then, though the 
calling of a Amiter bee an high and honourable calling, 
yetit js not a calling of eaſc,but of labour. And though the 
worke of the miniflery bee a worthy and an excellent 
worke; yet itis a worke, yea and that a painfull worke. - 
Duandoque pa- Now the worke and labour of a Miniſter con{ſteth in 
rum no«;t,nemo theſe three things : Firſt;in private tudie : Secondly,in fre- 
docerepoieft. quent prayer : Thirdly, in diligent preaching of Gods 
Word, .' 
For the firſt:a faithfull Miniſter muſt Jabor in his private 
Rudie,that he may bec furniſhed with knowledge,for the 
better diſcharge of his dutie, Hee mult firſt learne by tu. 
dic, before hee can bee fit to teach others. For no man can 
teach that, whereof hee is ignorant himſelfe. The Moone 
and the Starres firſt receive light themſelues from the Sww, 
——” before they giue light to the inferiour creatures. So muſt 
the Armiſter firſt be inlightened himſelfe with the know- 
ledge of the holy Scriptures, before he can inſtruct others 
in . ſame, No man(ſaith Gregory)preſumerth to teach any 
Art, vnleſſe by diligent meditation he haue firſt learned ir 
himſelfe. Bur the regiment of ſoules is the Art of all Arts, 
For this cauſe, the Prophet Iſaiah had hu lips tonched with 4 
coals from the Altar, before his commiſſion was renued to 
preach to the /ewes. And our Sawwnr Chrift firſt opened the 
wnder landings of his Diſciples , that they might vnderſland 
the Scriptures : before hee would ſend them forth to preach 
the Goſpel: and commanded them beſides to tarrie at /e- 
ruſalem,till they ſhould be enducd with power from an high, 
To teactrvs, that howſocuer this extraordinarie and im= 
mediate inſpiring of men from heauen, be now ceaſed: 
et by ordinaric ftudie, a man mult bee furniſhed with 
__ , before hee. can bee a ſufficient teacher and 
inſtrucer of others. And this doth the Prophet require 
of cuery Prieft in the time of the Law. The Prizſts hppes 
ſoould 


of Gods 'hoaſe. 14 
fhrwld preſerne knowledge and they ſoould ſeeks the law at bis 
wonth : for he is the meſſenger of the Loraof Hoſts, Whe 
on ſaith Gualter, Muitters muſt keepe the law of truth, 
and preſerue the knowledge thereof,as it were in a ſtore- 
houſe, that from thence they may bring foorth all chings, 
that tend to the edification of the Church. And the Apo !-Tim 3-2. 
flelikewiſe requireth of the Ainifters ofethe Gofpell, that RD 
they be apr and able ro teach others? To which purpoſe (7. >< 100 4d 
prian hath a good faying: A Miniſter muſt not onely _—_ 
reach, bur alſo learne himiclfe, becauſe he teacheth better 
that learneth cuery day, and profiteth, in learning better 
things, And this was fignified in the myſticall apparell of 
the Prieſts: where the Lord commanded Aoſes to put im the £,94..8.30. 
Bre#ft-plate of indgement the rm and the Thummime, which 
fall beewvpn eAarons heart, Whereby was ſhaddowed out 
the cleare knowledge of hcauenly things, wherewith the 
* Miniſter ſhould be ended. A Miniſter therefore mult giue 
himſelfe night and day to the ſtudic of Gods Word, 
(a) Seneca (ich of himſelfe, that he ſo bent and(ſcttled (a) rpif. 8, 
himſelfe to the ſtudy of worall Philoſophie, that he ſuffered 
no day to paſſe from him in idlenefle, bur applied part of 
the night to his ſtudy,that hee. did not giue himlclfe to 
ſleepe, till hee was ouercome with it, and when his eycs 
were wearied,and ready to fall downe with watching, yet 
ſill he keprrhem in worke. Anditis reported of Arr/to- 
te, chat while he was ſearching out the nature of things, 
he neuer vied tofleepe, but with an iron ballin his hand, 
hanging ouer a braſen panne,that when it ſhould fall our 
of his hand, the ſound of it might awake him. 1f theſe 
men were thus painefull, in labouring to attaine to the 
knowledge of Phslofophy, for their owne private contem=- 
Plation : how much more painefull ſhould a Miniſter be in 
the ſtudy of the Word of God, whereby hce may be ena- 
bled to teach others? David maketh it the propertic of ec x 
uery godly man,ts meditate in the Law of the Lord night and 
day: Pſal.1.2. And our Saxidur Chrift commandeih all 
C 3 Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians in generall,co ſearch the Seripteres, Much more 
is a Miniſter bound to doe it, becauſe the chicfe end of his 
calling,is not onely the priuate informing of himſelfe in 
knowledge of God and his will, but alſo and chiefly, the 


Epbeſ.4.11.1%. gathering together of the Saints, and the edification of the body 


Matth,13,52, 


= 


dA.13e's. 


Heb.s.r 2, 


Bern.Declam. 


of (*hrift as the Apoftle ſaith : For this cauſe, our Saxiowr 
compareth a Miniſter, whom hee calleth « Scribe which « 
taught mmto the Kingdome of beaxen, vnto an howſe-bolder, 
wh:cb bringeth forth out of bus treaſury,things both new & old, 
His heart ſhould be cuen a ſtore-houſe of knowledge, and 
gracious inſtructions, he ſhould neuer be vnprepared, vp- 
on cuery occaſion,to yſc ſome word of exhortation to the peo- 


This may ſerue,firſt,to reprooue two ſorts of Miniſters, 
Firſt,ſuch as rake ypon them to be teachers of others, and 
yet fand in need themſelnes to be taught the firſt principles of 
the word of God. As there be many that enter into the Mi- 
niſteric for maintenance ſake, making that high calling 
their laſt refuge, who for want of knowledge, haue no 
meaſure of abilitie ro diſcharge their dutie. Theſe expoſe 
themſclues and their calling ynto contempt and reproch, 
For as one faith well : What can the multitude admire in 
them,if they ſec no more in them, nay peraduenture,not ſo 
much as they find in themſclues ? A Miniſter ſhould bee 
both able and willing to anſwere to all things which be- 
long to ſaluation, Let them therefore diſcharge this du. 
tie, let them be interpreters of the will of God, or elſe let 
them ceaſe to be Miniſters of the Church,and the Lords 
meſſengers. And therefore Bernard hath a good ſaying: 
How can ignorance excuſe him, thatprofeſſeth himſelfe to 
be an inftructer of the vnlearned, and a teacher of them 
that lacke diſcretion ? For what danger is there, when as 
the ſhepheard findeth no paſture, the guide is ignorant of 
the way,and the meſſenger knoweth not the will of his 
maſter ? 


Secondly,they alſo are here reproued, that haue know- 


ledge 


of Gods bouſe, 5 
ledge and other good gifts, bue doe not fire them vp, as 
the Apoſile exhoricth Timotbens, that is,doc not by paine= 
full Rudy and continuall vie, labour to increaſe them, but 
rather ſuffer them to gather ruſt, and become vnprofita- 
ble. Hence it commeth to paſſe, that either theypreach 
yery (c|dome ; or when they doe-preach, they make ſuch 


cold collations, and bring forth ſuch flaſhy, and vnſauory 
{tuffe, as can neuer profit nor benefittheir bINPES. Was 


ſaid of the Heathen Orator, that his orations did ſmell of cel.&bedig. 
the candle. Much more ſhould a Chriſtian miniſter deſire 45.5.cap.13. 


to haue his Sermons which he deliuereth to Gods people, 
to {mell of ſtudy, and of painefull diligence. Forif there 


be a curſe denounced againſt him, that doth the worke of the ter, 10, 


Lord negligently : much more ſhall he be accurſed,that ſhal 
be negligent and carelefle in the performance of this great 
and waightie worke ofthe Miniſterie, 

ans may ſerue to cxcite and ſtirre vs vp to di- 
ligence and painefulnefle in our ſtudies, Wee ſhould re- 
member that charge which the Apoſtle giueth to Timorbe- 
45,A5 if it had beene giuen to euery one of our ſelues : Gine 
attendance torcading Jo exhortation,and to dottrine : that is, 
we muſt ſo apply our {clues to the reading and ſtudying 
of the Scriptures, as out of them we may be able to gather 
exhortation & doftrine,for the inſtrution and edification 
of Gods people.For as Cainin(airh pon that place, What 
ſhall Paſtors texch others, if they bee not diligent inlear- 
ning themſclues? Againe, the Apoſtle faith, Deſpiſe not the 
Lift that is in thee, &c. werſ, 14, God would not hane the 
Talents which he hath giuen vs,to periſh,or to be hid vn- 
profitably ynder the ground. Againe/rſ.r5, Theſe things 
exerciſe, and gm thy ſelfe mntothem that it muy be ſeene how 
theuprefiteft, $c. This ſhould be the continuall practice, 
this ſhould bee the daily occupation, this ſhould bee rhe 
chiefe buſineſle of cuery godly Minifter, to labour by di- 
ligent ſtudie,to increaſe the gift which God hath giuen 
him, For this cauſe herult carefully auoide every thing 


that 
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that might hinder him from the performance of this duty. 
Andfirtt of all, he muſt rake heed, that he be not roo much 


giuen tothe world : No wan that warreth, ſaith the Apo- 
fle,entangleth himſelfe with the affaires of this life. If the A- 


AA.G.2,3,1 Pojtler would not be troubled with ſerning of tables.that is, 


with care for the poore, which yet was a godly and religi- 
ous worke : but appointed others to that buſineſle, that 
they might more treely giue themſelues continually to P- 
er, and tothe mmiſtration of the word : much lefſe ſhould a 
Miniſter be encumbred with worldly buſineſſe. For if the 


Luke 14-18,19. buying of farmes,and proving of oxen, and the vic of Mar- 


chandiſe doc hinder men from hearing the Word : much 
more will they hinder a miniſter from ſtudying of the 
Word, Our Sauz2wr Chrift would haue a miniſter to bee 


Matth.13.52. tawght tothe Kingdome of God, as hath been ſaid, That muſt 


ITi.415. 
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be his ſcope which he muſt chiefly ame at. Let other men- 
be skilfull in buying of cattell, or in ordering of farmes, 
the chiefe $kill of a Miniſter ſhould bee this, that hee bee 
taught tothe Kingdome of God. And as wee haue heard, 
the eApofile commandeth Timothen :. Theſe things exer- 
Ciſe, and give thy ſelfe to them. The exerciſe of a Adiniſter 
muſt not bee in worldly buſinefle, bur in the ſtudy of the 
Word of God. And indeed the office of a Mimfterrequi- 
reth the wh-le man,and hee performeth no ſmall matrer, 
that is any way able to diſcharge the ſame. For as the «1- 
peſtle ſaith, whe 55 ſufficient for theſe things? Tt an ordinarie 


De confid. bb.g, (eruant faith Bernard to Engenias the Pope, bee not able 


both to keep the cattel,and alſo trowaire atthe table;how 
canſt thou by thy ſelfe atiend all theſethings? And indeed, 
the care of worldly things quencheth the zeale of a Mini- 
Ger, that hee cannot ſo fernently attend his ſtudy as hce 
ought. For as a riuer,that is diuided into many ſtreames, 
hath a great dealclefle force, then when it runneth in one 
current : ſo the minde of a Miniſter diftraſted with world- 
ly buſineſſe, cannot bee carried to the diſcharge of his du- 
tie, with that liuclyhood and chearefulneſle that is requi- 
re. 
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fite. If a Brooke, faith Bernerd, can run out into the field, 
andnot hurt the Corne,then'mayſt thou meddle with theſe 
things without wounding thy mind. And hereof we haue 
roo much experience : For cuen as many ſeruants, hauing 


got ſome competent ſtocke ynder a good maſter, doe at- 


rend ſo much vpon the increaſe of it, as they negle& the 
old care of their maſter : ſo many Miniſters, hauing by 
Gods bleſſing enriched themſelues, become altogether 
careleſſe of their dutie. Andthis is it, that giveth occaſi- 
on to many prophane perſons to thinke, that ir is beſt for 
Miniſters to be Lev ynder by living in want, becauſe ma- 

times it is ſcene, that when they grow rich,they waxe 
idle. 

Secondly,a Miniſter muſt take heede, that he giue n 
himſelfe cokeefe company in Ale-houſes and Tapern 
and' {uct TiKe Tewd arid rngodly places. Twould to 
there were not many, that are a great deale oftner in the 
Alcthouſe, then in their Studies; and that handle a paire 
of Chards more,then they doe the Booke of God, And 1 
would this were only the fault of ſome baſe perſons in the 
Minifterie, & that there were not ſome, who otherwiſe are 
of excellent gifts,and haue a good dexteritie in preaching, 
are as frequent in Ale-houſes, as the greateſt ſwaggerers 
m the Country. This is the greateſt _— of the Mini- 
ſterie that can be. And it were to be wiſhed, that they that 
haue authoritie, would take notice of it,and ſet themſelues 
toredreffc it. It drowneth and ytterly quencheth the gifts 
of God in men,and maketh them become altogether vn- 
profitable. And this the Heathen men did know, and 
therefore were carefull to prenent it. The Prieſts of Egypt 
were forbidden to drinke of the water of Nils, becaule it 
would make them fat and grofſe. And doe we not ſee the 
ſame effe& in thoſeMinifſters that frequent the Ale-houſe, 
that they heaue and puffe vp their bodies ina deformed 
manner? which doubtleſſe cannor but dull the ſpirits : Ac- 
cording to the old prouerb : A fat belly feldome _ a 
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fine wit, Letall Miniſters thercfore be carefull to auoide 
theſe prophane and ſcandalous courſes. Let them bee as 
loth to come-into an Ale-houſe, as into a Peſt-houſe : 
and let them ſequeſter and retire themſclues into their 
Studies,that ſo they may bee furniſhed with knowledge, 
and may diſcharge their duties more profitably to others, 
and more comfortably to themſclues. 

The ſecond thing, wherein the labour and worke of a 
Minter entities, is in feruent and eafneſt prayer to 
God for his people. Thus did Moſes pray earneſtly 
to God for the people of 1/rael, to pacific his wrath, 
which by their ſinnes they had prouoked. Thus did S4- 
wwel promiſe, neuer to giuc ouer this dutie for his peo= 
ple: God forbid, faith hee, thas 1 ſhould:ſinne againſt the 
Lord, and ceaſe praying for yow. Where wee ſee, that it 
is a gricuous fſinne for a Aimifter to negle& this dutie, 
And the eApeſtle PAviin all his Epiſtles, maketh meanti- 
on of his prayers, which without ceaſing, hee conceiued 
in the behalfe of the people to whom hee writeth. And 
great reaſon there is, why a Miniſter ſhould performe 
this worke. Foras the Husbandman defireth two things 
of the Lord, one that hee may haue a ſeaſonable time 
to ſowe his ſeede; another, that when it is ſowne, it 
may bee watred with the Deaw, and Shewres of Hea- 
uen, that it may grow and increaſe : ſo ſhould aMi- 
niſter before his preaching , pray. to God, that firſt, 
the Word of God may bee aptly concejued, and then 
rightly delivered by him, and well ſowne in the hearts 
of his hearers. And after his preaching, hee muſt pray 
for a bleſsing vpon it, that it may take roote downe- 
ward, and beare fruite ypward, Hee muſt, as Lather 
faith well, commend to God, both his owne tongue 
and the hearts of his hearers. The negle& of this du- 
tic is the cauſe, why many mens Miniſterie is. ſo. vn- 
profitable. For while they ſecke to yent their owne gift 
onely, and not to glozitic God, they are both _ 

CR clues 


(clues more ſhallow in the ynderſtanding of Gods will, 
and alſo their Minifſteric hath not that bleſſing, which 0. 
_ therwiſe it might, But I willnot proſecute this point any 
further. 

The laſt and greateſt worke of a Afimifter,confifteth in 
painefull and diligent preaching. The apoſtle Þ a v L 
impoſcth this ypon Timetbens with a great and waightie 


Lor 
appearing, and m his Kingdome, Preach the Word; bee in 
ſtant in ſeaſon,and out of ſeaſon cc. That is,Preach inſtant- 
ly,and diligently: in ſeaſon, in reſpe& of them that are 
pleaſed with the Word : andout of ſeaſon, in regard of 
them that are diſpleaſed withit, and to whom it is a bur- 
den. And though in reſpe& of them, thou mayeſt ſeeme 
vnſcaſonable ; yet thou atk deale ſeafonably, Or as Cal- 
win expoundeth it : This importunitie may bee referred 
both to the Paſtor,and to the people, To the Paſtor, that 
hee doe nor onely at his es, Hi. as may be conueni- 
ent for himſelfe, apply the office of teaching, but ſparing 
no labournor trouble, he muſt euen enforce himſelfe vn- 
to it, Inreſpe of the people, this diligence is vnſcaſona- 
ble, whileſt they that are dull and heauie, are ſtirred vp 
and excited; and they that are readie to goe out ofthe 
way, are ſtayed by firong hand. Or as Aretiz« obſer- 
ueth: Preach the Word at all times. In ſcaſon : Thatis, 
when occaſion doth offer it ſelfe. Out of ſeaſon, when,in 
the iudgement of the fleſh, it may feeme inconuenicnt, 
in reſpe&t of preſent danger. This is the charge impo- 
{ed ypon eucrie Minifter. And as all profeſsions and 
trades are knowne by their proper -workes : ſo the 
proper worke of a Minſter, is to preach the Word, 


—_ 1 charge thee before God, ſaith hee, and before the 2.Tim.4.t.u. 


leſms ( 'brift, which ſhall indge the quicks and dead at his - - _—_ (a- 


And therefore they are called Paſtors and Teachers; ypyr ry. 


becauſe by preaching , they ſhould feede and teach 
the people. And this they are bound to doe, euen 
by the .neceſbitic of their calling. As the eApoſtle 
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faith, Neceſſitie is lad vpon we, and woe is unto me,if I preach 
not the Goſpell. Yea,they muſt giue account to God, for 
allthe people committed to their charge, So ſaith the A&«= 
poſtle : They watch for your ſoules, as they that muſt gine ac- 
count. And this the Lord told the Prophet Ezz Culti: 
O fonne af man, 1 bawe mage thee a watch-man to the hou'e of 
Iſrael, & c.When [ ſhall ſay to the wicked, O wiched man,thou 
ſhalt die the death: if thaw doeft not ſpeake and admoniſh the 
wicked of bis way ; that. wicked man ſhall die for bis miquitte, 
but bis blond will ] require at thine band. If the caſc be thus, 
that a Miniſter ſtand charged with euery ſoule that belon- 
geth ynto him,fo as if any miſcarry through his negligece, 
his life muſt goe for theirs,then it ſtandeth him in hand,to 
look carefully to the diſcharge of his dutie. Again,the loue 
that we owe to ( brift Teſws, ought to moue vs hereunto, 
And therfore,when our Samy reſtored Peter againe to his 
paſtorall charge, after his former deniall:he vſeth this as an 
argument to perſwade him to diligence therein, Which he 
repcateth three ſeuerall times.S1 1 0 N the ſonne of lona,lo- 
w#:ſt i1bou me more then the/e? then feede my lambs, feede my 
foeepe, And the Apoltle Par ub, that the love of 
Chr ft conſtrained himto take ſuch paines as he did. Laſt of 
al,the loue of our people ſhould preuaile with vs,to vſc al 
meanes poſsible to further their ſaluation. As the Apoſtle 
hath giuen vs anotable example in his owne practice: Bre- 
threr,faith he,mwixe bearts deſire and prayer to God for Iſrael 
w,that rbey might be ſaved, And in another place,God is my 
record, how 1 long after you all from the very beart roote in [e- 


2.Cor-12-15.4+ ſous Chriſt. Andagaine, { will moſt gladly beſtow, and will be 
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beſtowed for your ſoules, And if this affe&ion bein a man, it 
will cauſe him to omit no dutie,that he may preſent his peo- 
ple a prre virgine to Chriſt. And the rather, becauſe hee 
knoweth, that Chrift [ſx hath redeemed themwith no 
lefle price then with his awne bloud. And therefore, as they 
are moſt deare and precious ynto Chrift:: ſo ſhould they 


alſo bee ynto the CMinifter of Chriſt. This then is the 
maine 
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maine-dutie-of a-Miniſter, wherein. he is tobe-moſt fre-. 
quent, As that Reuerend Father, Biſbop Tewel, doth car-. 
neſtly vrge it in one of his' Sermens, This is our office, 1x 1.Pet.4.11: 
faith he,this wetake vpon vs,this we profeſle, and except 
we doe this, we doe nothing. It is not enough for vs, to 
know I cannot tell whatlearning., The Deuils peraduen- 
rure know more then any of vs all. It belongeth to a Pa- 
ſtor,not ſo much to haue learned many things, as to haue 
taught much. Let vs bee aſhamed, that eucn the meaneſt 
and baſcſt men,as Coblers andPorters do that'that belon- 
geth to them, and we that ought to giue light to al others, 
are idle and doenothing, 

Bur it will be obieQted : Is not diſtin& and plaine rea- 
ding of the Scriptures ſufficient? I anſwere, that rea- 
ding is very neceſlarie, and of great vſc, both to acquaint a 
the people with the phraſe of the Scripture,and courſe of E pl 
the forte; and alſo to prepare them, and fit them the better td 
to the hearing of Sermons:and therefore,God forbid,thar 
any man gp from it,But yet 1 m_— with= 
all,thatin an ordinarie time, reading is not ſufhcient to ; ln = 
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bring the people to faluation w r preaching. And this 
the eApoftle prooucth plaincly, Whete hee ſaith; that (he 20Tim.z. 16,17. 


whole Scriptare is giwew by inſpiration of God, and is profitable and 4.1,2. 

to teach,to improone, to corrett,and to mſtrutt in righteonſnes, 

that the man of God may be abſolute, being made perfett wnto 

all good workers. And then immediately he addeth-that 

charge which-we heard before : [charge thee therefore Mit— — Xo: 
preachthe Word; Whereupon Calvin giueth this note: The 

inference that the Apsſle maketh,is diligently to be obſer- 

ued, becauſe he doth plainely ioyne the Scriptures with 

—_ For hauing intreated of the profit of the Scrip- 

tures, he doth not onely inferre, that all men muſt thetfore 

read them, but that teachers muſt adminiſter the ſame. 

And the Apoſtle commandeth Timothens to give attendance r.Timaan;! 
not to reading onely,but alſo to exhortation and doitrine.And 

the eApoſile Peter hauing taught vs,that the Word of my 65 1.Peh1. 23,35 
D 3 that 
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that immortall ſcede of our newbirth : he addeth, and this 
i the Word which i preached among you. Plaincly giuin 

vs to ynderſtand,that for the cffeCting of this blefſed wor 

of regeneration, it is neceſlarie that the Word of God be 
preached, -And therefore,this was obſerued in the Church 
of the Tewes from time to time. In the time of Nehemiab, 
before the comming of our Saviour Chriſt, it is ſaid of 
Ezra, that hee ſtood vpon 4 Pulpit of wood, which hee had 
made for the preaching, and being aboue all thepeople, hee 
opened the bouke of the Law before them, and hee and his 
aſſiſtants read in it diſtintily, and gane the ſenſe, and cauſed 
them to vnderſtand the reading, What can be ſpoken more 
plainely then this ? It is evident then,that as reading was 
by no meanes excluded,ſo it was neuer yſed alone in the 
Church, but was ioyned with preaching, And this our 
SaujourChriſt practiſed, who comming to Nazaret, and 
entring into the Synagogue onthe Sabbath day, he ſtood wp to 
reade ; and hauing read a portion of Scriprure,he cloſed the 
beoke, and ſate downe, and _ onto them, out of that 
which heethad read. And the ApoftleTam ts affirmeth, 
that Moſes was not onely read in their [ſynagogues in enecrie 
citie, but alſo preached every Sabbath day. Furthermore,the 
worke of a Miniſter is a worke of great difficultic. Ber- 


_ nard calleth it a burden dreadfull to the very Angels. And 


Caluin ſaith, it is a buſinefle of rare and excellent yertue, 
farre aboue the abilitie of man, Yea,the Apoſtle Þ a v L 

himſelfe,though he were extraordinarily furniſhed with 
gifts from heauen ; yet conſidering the waightineſſe of 
the dutie, hee cryeth out, Who is ſufficient for theſe things? 
2.Cor.2.16, And where the Apoſtle calleth the worke of a 
Biſhop ,a worthy works: 1.Tim.3.1. ( alxin vpon that place 
obſerueth well, that hee putteth vs in minde, that it is no 
common or ordinarie worke : For,ſfaith he,when hee cal- 
leth it a worthy worke, hee alludeth to that old prouerbe, 

ſo often repeated of PL ar o, that excellent things are 

hard. And ſo concludeth, that it is a laborious and - dif- 


of Gods bouſe., - 23 
ficult charge. Now I hope it will eafily bee granted, that 
there can be noſuch. difficulty inthe bare reading of the 
Word. But for further euidence of this point, let ys fee a 
little wherein this difficultie confiſteth. Firſt then,the ve- 
ry framing and compiling of a Sermon, is a matter of no 
ſmall labour, It requireth greatskill, for aman- to draw 
out of the bottomleſſe Ocean of the holy Scriptures, tuch 
_ inſtructions as may ſerue to the edification of the hearers ; 
then to diſpoſe them in an apt and firmethode ; and laſt of 
all,to vtter and deliuer the ſame in ſuchmanner, as the 
people may vnderſtand them, , wee may. more truely 
ſay of this, then the Heathen Orator faid'of his facultie 
in pleading ; It is-a: greater matter then men ima- 

inc.. 
, Againe, that which'the 2£:5n:fter muſt labour to effe&t 
and performe by his Miniftery, doth/plainely prooue how 
hard and difticulta thing itis.. The Apeſtledeſcribing the 


properties of a good Minifler,Tir.1,9, he ſaith, he muſt bee De do?.Cbr, 
able beth to exhort with wholeſome dottrine, and to improoue Ub.4. 


them that ſay againſt it. Whereunto agreeth that ſpeech of 
S. Auguſtine, where hecalleth a. 24mfler, a maintainer of 
the truth, and a ſubduer of falſhood, a defender of the 


right-faith, and a yanquiſher of errour. And Bernard, no ,onfider.tib.z- 


writing to Eugenie, tellethhim,thar it is his dutie to do 
his vttermoſt endeauour, that the vnbelecuers may bee 
conuerted to the faith, that they that are conucrted, may 
not bee turned away, -that they that are turned away, 
may returne againe, that they that are peruerted, may 
be diſpoſed to vertue andhoneſty, and that they that are 
ſubuerted, may bee called: againe to the truth. Now 
"hee that an goe about to doe any of theſe things, 
ſhall finde\To*bee workes of greater difficultie, then 
can beeffc&ed by barereading. 

Laſt of al, if reading were ſufficient, and if there were 
no more required in a 4{inifter,to what purpoſe did our' 
religious and deuoute. forefathers found. and ere 10: 
many. 
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many famous Fnizerſities,to be nurſeries of learning? what 
vic is there of the knowledge of arts and tongues, which 
cannot be attained withour great paines and induſtrie?and 
to what end ſerue the learned writings of fo many worthy 
ancient fathers ? A man without any of theſe helpes, ma 
be ſufficiently furniſhed, and inabled to reade the word. 
He needeth not the _ of the learned(which yet is requi- 
fre in him,that would kyow to miniſter a word in time to kim 
that is wearie : that is, would comfort an afflicted conſci- 
ence,which Lzther ſaith,is harder todo, then to raiſe the 
dead) if bare reading will ſerue the turne. To conclude 
therefore, let vs acknowledge, that the Word preached 
and applicd to the conſcience, is that ordinance of God, 
which he hath ſanCtified for the conuerfion and ſaluation 
ofmen. As the Apoſtle ſaith : [rpleaſed God by the fooliſh- 
neſſe of preaching (as profane meneſteeme of it)to ſane them 
that beleeme, 1:Cor.1.21, And yetmore plainely, Rem.ro, 
14,15. How ſhall they call on him,in whom they hane not be- 
leened ? and bew ſvall they belcene in him, of whom they hane 
wot beard? and how ſhall they beare without a Preacher ? Aud 
bow ſball they preach,exeept they be ſent ? 

The vic of this;is firſt for vs that be Miniſters. Second- 
1y,for the people, For vs that be Miiſters t it ſerueth firſt 
for the reproofe of two ſorts of Miniſters. Firſt, of ſuch 
as are altogether vnlearned, and cannot at all performe 
this dutie ; which occupic a roome inthe Church, but 
haue no abilitie atallto teach the people committed to 
their charge. 

Theſe are ſuch as Chryſoſtome ſpeaketh of, ſaying, There 
are many Prieſts,and there are few Prieſts : many in name, 
few in deed. They arc like that fooliſh Rhetorician, which 
Tully makes metion of,that made his (cholars a great deale 
more ſottiſh, then when he firſt tooke them: Where th 
could learne nothing but ignerance of teaming. And ſo 


God knoweth, a number of Gods people, liuing ynder 


ſuch vnlearned Miniſters, are ener learning, andcan niver 
come 
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1. of Gods houſe, I5 
rome to any knowledge of the trath ; 25 the eApofthefaith in . 
another caſe.I would all ſuch Miniſters would regardrhat , 

Which B. lewel ſpcaketh to this purpoſe : Whoſocuer, ſaith In his expoſirh 
he,asketh the pay ofa ſouldier, muſt buckle his armour 93 vpon 
and goeto warfare : he that would drinke the wine, muſt *: TBeſ.3-7o 
plant the Grape : hee that deſireth the milke, muſt feede = 
the flocke : he that will not be muzled,muſtthreſh our the 
Corne ; he that reaperh carnall things,muſt ſory ſpirituall ; 
things : he that requireth the bread ofthe earth,muſt giue Y 
the bread of heauen : hee that would live of the ucrifice, ? 
muſt offer the ſacrifice: hee that would liue of the Altar, 
muſt waite at the Altar : he.that would live ofthe Goſ- 
pcll, muſt preach the Goſpell. Hce that dothnone of all 
theſe, I can make no2scount of him,he is not within Pawls 
reckoning. The workeman is worthy of his wages: but 
what right hath hee to the hire, that is not a worke- - 
man ? Thus farre. /ewe/, And no doubr, that which the 
e-fpofile ſaith of bodily labour,js true alſo inthis caſe « He z.Theſ a0. 186 
that will not worke, ſhoxld not eate. Who would haue a | 
| man tobeca Captaine in warre,that is not expert in wat= 
farc? orto practiſe Phifick,or Smrgerze,that is not skilfull in 
theroxcfelbon ? The Mimifter is a Captaine,and a guide of 
Gods people, a Phificion of their ſoules,and therefore,there 
is great reaſon that he ſhould be ſufficient, | 
.” _Butthey wil pleade for themſelucs, that they are called 
"\* of the Church,and rherfore are not to be diſallowed. As in 
Eo decd,cuen the moſt ynworthy of them all, arc alwaies boa- 
ſing of their calling. There is nothing ſo muchin their 
mouthes as that. But I anſwere, that it is moſt true, and 
may not, nor cannot bee denied, that the calling of the 
Church is moſt neceſſary for the making ofa Miniſter. And , 
though aman were furniſhed with as rare and exccllent "2 
Bifrs,: and had as great abilitic to preach the Goſpell, as | 
euer had the Apoſtle Pax, yet hee may not take ypon him 
the office, of a Miniſter, in an ordinary time, and ina ſet- 
led goucrnement of the Church, vuleflc hee bee javifully 
To | —_—- 
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called by them that haue authoritie. in the Church to- 
ordaine Ainflers, Extraordinarie calling of men,ſuch as 
no doubt Lather had, neuer hath place, but where ordi- 
narie calling wanteth. Bur yer. for all this, the outward 
calling of the Church alone, is not ſufficient to make a Mi- 
niſter,ynlefle he be alſo inwardly called of God. Now the 
Lord calleth no man to any place, but he furniſheth and 
ficteth him with gifts, to diſcharge the duties of his place. 


£x04. 31.2,3,4- When he called Bezaleel and Aheliab, to make garments 
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and inſtruments for the Tabernacle, hee firſt filled them 
with the Spirit of God in wiſedome,and in vnderflanding, aud. 
in knowledge,and in all workemanſhip : To finde ont curious 
workes to works in gold , and 1m filger, ws brafſe,c, And 
when Gedeon was called from his "fo be the Captaine 
and deliuerer of the people of 1ſrael,it is ſaid,that the Spirit 
of the Lord (eucn the Spirit of courage and fortitude) cawe 
vpn him, andclad him like a garment. So likewiſe wheit 
Sam! was choſen to be King ouer [ſracl, God gane bim ano- 
ther beart: That is, a ſtout anda valiant heart, fit for a 
King. If God doe thus furniſh men with gifts neceſlarie, 
when he calleth them to offices in the Common-wealth : - 
can we doubr of the like care-in him, to furniſh them ſuffi-.. 
ciently, whom he calleth to ſerue in his Church,in the Mi-- 
niſterie of his Word ? * And this the eApoſfle PA v L con-. 
feſſeth and acknowledpgeth of himſclfe, that as the Lord 
in his mercic counted him faitbfull (though moſt ynwor-- 
thy,hauing been before « b/aſpbemer;and a perſecuter,& c. ) 
and put bim inhis ſernice; ſo alſo be made him ſtrong to the. 
performance ofhis dutie. As he called himto preach the - 
Goſpell, ſo he gaue him ſtrength: and abilitic-rodoe-it with : 
fruite and profit- Hence (as we haue heard before) when + 
the callitig and Commiſsion of the Prophet 18 a 1 4 ju- Was - 
to be renued, his lips were ronched with « coale from Bhe Al- 
tar, And when the Propher Tr E MIA H was tybe ſent 
to preach ynto the Nations, the- Lord firſt rgkched bit - 
munth,end ſaid Behold, 1haue put my words in thy IS. d 
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And the Apofiles, before they went foorth to the execution. Lake 24.459. 
of their office, they were firſt endued with power fro on bigh, 

And howſocuer all theſe examples be extraordinarie, yet 

fill, whomſocuer the Lord calleth by ordinarie meanes, 

hee maketh him in ſome meaſure ſufficient. to diſcharge 

the dutic that appertaincth ynto him. And therefore, vn= 

leflea man haue as well an inward calling from God,as an 

outward calling from the Church,hee is no true Minitter, 

heis buthalfea Miniſter, As the Lord denounceth againſt 

the Prieſts in the time of the Law, Becauſe thow haſt refuſed Hoſ.4.6. 
knowleage,1 will alſe refuſe thee, that thox ſhalt be no Prieft to - 

we. They may be Miniſters to ſatisfie Law,but they are no 

Miniſters of God. As. Cyprian ſaith plainely, They that Lib.4.ep.9. 
areynworthie,arc not ordained of Gad,nor by God. And 

therefore,by the way, it-wereto bee wiſhed, that the Go- 

UCrROUTIS ofthe Chutch, to whom this authoritie to ap- 

point Miniſters is committed, would alwaies inall their 
ordinations,remertiber that which Bernard writethto Ex- De confid. bb, 
genie - namely, that they would make. it theirchiefeſt . 
-carc to bring'in ſuch, as they haue brought:them in, 

they may notrepent of it. Butto returne to theſe Ain. IO 
fters againe;and to their calling. ByjbepIsws L ſaithex> Expofitionin 
prefly and plainely,that From: as, into the Minifte. 75/34 
rie, muſt be allowed notofmen onely, but of God. And 
therefore, whoſoeuer taketh that charge ouer the people, © 

mult fooke: narrowly into himſelfe, and ſee whether his 

calling be of God... Vnleſſe he hauea teftimonie that God 
hath called him inwardly, all outward calling is to ſmall 

poſe, God is a iuft Iudge, and will Tay vnto him, 

Friend,bew camefttbox in bitber, &c, And indeede what 

comfort can a man haue in his place, when his owne con- 
ſcience ſhall tell him, that he hath thraft nn himſelfe ro bee a lerex7. 1b » 
Poſtemr as the Prophet ſaith, and that bee bathrwnne, when ©2331, © 
the Lord bath not ſent him? Txx0'4a L, that bleſſed Afar- = 
$r, doth ſharpely reproue ſuch: kinde of Miniſters, Tn Expoſit.in * 
what caſc are they faith he,that haue benefices gdgbedch Maths. 

E 2 Not. 


In a Sermon 
preached be. 
tore King Ed- 
ward the lixth, 


Hoſ.4.6, 
Prou.29.18. 


Tremel.in av- 
xot.in locum. 
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not? verily, though they ſtand at the Altar ; yet they are 
excommunicate, and caſt out of the liuing Church of Al- 
mightice God, And againe, Prieſts that preach not, are 
none of Chriſts, not none of his anointing : but ſeruants 
of the beaſt, whoſe marke they beare, And good Father 
Latimer ſaith after his blunt and plaine manner: If there 
were but one ynpreaching Miniſter, there were too ma- 
ny by one. And againe; as good Preachers are wor- 
thic of double honour, ſo theſe are worthie of double diſ- 
honour. And what is this double diſhonour, faith he, If 
the ſalt be vnſauory,it is good for nothing, but to caſt our, 
and to be troden vnder foot of men. By this falt,is vader- 
ſtood fuch as haue cure of ſoules. If they be negligent, 
what be they worthy of? wherefore ſerue they? for no- 
thing but to be caſt out:thatis one diſhonor. Another dif. 
honour, is to be troden ynder foote of men : that is, not to 
be regarded,not to beefteemed. And againe,I ſay,if one 
were admitted to view hell, and to bEhold it throughly : 


. the Deuill would ſay : On yonder fide are puniſhed va- 


— Miniſters: I thinke aman ſhould ſceas farre'as 
e could kenne,and ſee nothing butynpreaching Mini- 


ſters. This was the iudgement oftheſe worthie men, and. 


xeuerend Fathers ofour Church : thus they thought of all 
fuch CAMimfters, as occupya roomeiinthe Miniſtery, and 
hauc no abilitic to doe the dutie oft Afonifters, Andins 
deed they are the very calamity and plague of the Church. 
They keepethe people in ignorance and blindnefſle;to the 
deftrution of many a poore ſoule,if God be not merciful. 
As the Lord ſaith, dy prople art deſtroyed for lacks of know» 
ledge. And, Where there is no viſien; (that is, where. there is 
no preaching of the dofrine of God out of the Law 
andtheProphets) the people decay: or 2s Tremelline rex 
deth it, «remade naked. Biſhop lewellvrging the neceſfi- 
tie of preaching, hath a good ſaying, that cuen as when 
the Sunne\is taken. out of; the-World,, all things are 
left decke; fo is it whed the voice of the Paſtor-js.nor 

| heard 


” 


of Gods bouſe;” - * - 29 
heard in the Chutchi, And in anotherplace he ſaith, Wher®© $Serm.on 
the Word is not preached, there the Church-muſt needes” Lake 10 33+ 24+ 
runne yponthe rocke, «Kitzle maruell is it iff faith faile, | 
where good inftruftion wanteth;' And Latimer goeth yet VÞ/upre. 
further: Take away: preaching, faith hee, and take 
away faluation,” GOD helpe thoſe poore Congre- 
gations, that grone .ynder the burden of ſuch Mini- 
ſters. 

I-haueno purpoſe to diſgrace any mans perſon. Onely 
my earneſt defire is, to perſwade all that haue any gifts, 
though neucr ſo ſmall, not to ſuffer them to ruſt as 
they doe for want of vſe. I'confeſſe, that itmay not bee 
looked for, that there ſhould bee a like meaſure and 
proportion of gifts in all Miniſters. For as the «Apoſtle 
faith, The Spirit of God diftribmrerh them ſewerally to exery 1.C07-12411; 
ryan 45 be will, But as it was ſaid of D axids Worthies that: 


though-diuers of them did wor attaine to the firſt three, 3-540-33-19,23., 


yet they were moſt excellent and honowrable' among others: 
So though wee bee much inferiour to them, whoſe Herat.lib.t. 
gifts are molt eminent inthe Church, yet let vs ſtrive '#Pif 1- 
to: bee as excellent as wee can. And therefore, they 
that have atiy meaſttre-of giftes , 'let- them bee admo- 
niſhed to ftirre. thew vp, as the «Apoſtle exhorted T'1- FI ans - 
MOTHEYS: Wherc:hee vſcth a word taken from a ©1©,%pur> 
youws of fire, raked yp vnder the aſhes, which by gen- 
e blowing,jis-quickened and-kindled to-a flame. And 
indeede ;| there were neuer: more helpes to further a 
man this way, then there- are in this age-wherem wee 
live,if he haue any:wit-to make vic of them, or any defire 
todoe good with them. It was a very good ſpeech, which' 
qur worthy and reuerend Dioceſan in his laſt viſitation 3-Bar'6»- 
at 'Lincolze,. vied to fome: voprofitable Minifters there 
preſent, that if they would bur- diligently Rtudie-rhe 
Engliſh bookes of Dininitie that .are now in print, they 
might doe much good in Gods Church. For have we not 
the writings of many cxcellent: Miniſters of-our-owne 
E 3. Chucch,, 


4% 
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Church, as D.Willet, M".Greenebaw, M*.Perkins, M".Dod, 
and others publiſhed for the benefic of all men? And are 
not the learned workes of M*".{{#ir, and other Miniſters 
of forraine Churches,as alſo $. Augaſtines excellent booke 
ofthe Citic of God, tranſlated into our owne language? 
All which if they bee read with diligence, may Fenith 2 
man with competent knowledge of Diuinitie. And haue 
we not many of our owne Writers that haue trauelled alſo 
very profitably in handling the contrauerſies betrweene vs 
and the Papift? as B.lewel, D.Raineld, D. Abbot, D. Wil. 
let, D. Morton, and others? And ifany mandehire to bee 
inſtruged alſo in matter of hiſtoric, and other humane 
learning,are not the werkes of Linie,Plinie, Platarch, loſe- 
phus, Euſebins and others, turned alſo into Engliſs? Nay, 
indeede what learning is there almoſt, that Sman defirerh 
to know, but (God make ys thankefull for ſo great a bleſ- 
ſing) he may haue it in his owne mother tongue ? 'So that 
now,vnlefſe a man will be wanting to himſeſfe, though he 
beneuer ſo much a Lacks- Latine,as we vic to ſay, though 
he vnderſtand no more tongues, then that hee was borne 
with, yet he wy be able to teach the people committed to 
his charge, and to inſtry& them vrodicabdy,ce leaſt, in the 
grounds and principles of religion. Letthem therefore be 
excited to ſhake off that ſlothfull negligence, that hath ſo 
long poſleſſed them : and let them ar the laſt ſeriouſly ſer 
themiclues to the 'Lords worke, and pray earneſtly for 
Gods bleſſing ; ſo ſhall they become more profitable to 
the Church,and haue a great deale more comfort in their 
owne conſciences. But if there be any that haue no gifts, 
nor abilitic at all to diſcharge their dutie, (as God know- 
eth, there are many ſhepbeards that differ but little from 
their flocke) I know not whar to ſay to them : buras the 
poore woman ſaid to the Heathen King, that could not 
attend to doc her juſtice, Why then doeff thow raigne ? fo I 
ſay,what doe they itt the place of Afiniſters, if they bee no 
way able to doethe dutic\of Adiniſters? There is a | 
Prefi 
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of Gods bouſe, 

Preſident for them in the 
the Prophet ſpeaketh of ſome ſuch Prieſts,that peſtered the 
Church in his time,that they ſbowld no longer weare 4 rough 
garment to deceine: But he ſhall ſay, 1 amno Propbet, 1 amo 
an Hutbandman : for noan tanght mee to bee an Heard-man 

wy youth yp : That is, he ſhall lay afide his Prieftly ha- 
bite, and ſhall freely confefle his ignorance, and acknow- 
ledge, that he ought rather to be ſent awayto the plough, 
or to play the Shepheard, then to be ſuffered any longer in 
the Miniſtery of the Church, and ſo ſhall willingly berake 
himſeclfe to & labour of his hand,that hee may no longer 
bee a burden to the Church. And where it is ſaid in the 
next verſe, eAnd one ſball ſay unto him, What are thiſe 
wonnds in thy hands ? Then he ſball anfwere,Thus was I wonn- 
ded in the bouſe q wy friends. The meaning of it is, that he 
will be ſo farre from murmuring and complaining for the 
lofſe ofhis gaine and honour, as that rather hee will ac- 
count them his greateſt friends, that firſt perſwaded him to 
leaue his finne, Oh that our ignorant and inſufficient Af. 
niſter; would followthis example. There are mariy of them 
of ſtrong and able bodies, and though they cannot worke 


this worke ofa Afinyfter,yet no doubt they would prooue 


tall workemen in other things. -It were a happy thing for 


3F 
hefie of Zechariah : where 


Zech.13. 45.6 


Gualter & Tre- 
mellins in lo... 


cum illwm. 


Gods Church, if they would returne to thoſe profeſsions, . 
- Wherein they were brought yp andexerciſed, before they - 


entred into the Mini , and wherein 
Skill. So doing, though their life-would be ſomewhat 
more painefull then now'it is, yet doubtleſle, their leepe 
would be a great deale more ſweete and comfortable, As 


haue more 


Salomon ſaith, The fleepeof the labowring man it ſwente, when Eccleſ.;.11, 


ther be eate lutleor nuech, . Whereas nowlT cannotſce,how 
they can take any quietreft, when their guiltic conſcien- 
ces doe continually barke againſt rhem,-or if they haue 
gaggedtheir conſciences for a time, yet the bloud of ſo 


maay foules, which haue periſhed through their negli- 


gence,., 


Geneſ.4.10. 


Kom.16,18, 
Erch.34 3+ 
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 gence/cryeth lowder in the cares of God for yengeance, 


then cuer did the bloud of Habel. 
Anotpþer ſort of CAſimiſters rhat come within the com- 
paſſe of this reproofe,are ſuch as are idle,that though they 
haue gifts, whereby they might doe much good, yet ſel- 
dome or neuer vic them. They neuer entred into the Mi- 
niſterie with 9.4 A 1m to ſerue the Lord Jeſws (briff, 
but rather rhesy owne belies, as the Apoſtle ſaith, If they may 
eate the fat and clothe themſelues withthe wooll,they care not 
reatly what becommeth of the flocke. But they might 
now,that the calling-vnto the Minifterie is not directed 
to that ende, that ſuch, ſlow belresſhould onely enioy the 
dignities,and idly poſlcfle the reuenues of the Church, but 


Bexeficium da- according to the common faying, A benefice is giuen for 
tur propter offi- the duties ſake... And this is that which the Apoſtle faith : 


ClUm, 
1 «Tim F.1 To 


The Elders that rele well are worthy of double bonowr, ſpecial- 
, they that laboxr in the word and doltrine, 


De confid.lib.4. © Tothis purpoſe Bernard hath a worthy ſaying : There 


Is Declamat. 


haue been Bifhopsfaith hee, that would wholly {etthem= 
ſelues to the feeding of their ſhrepe, glorying in the work 

and name of aſhepheard; counting nothing vnbeſeeming 

them, bur that which might be thought to ke the ſal- 

uation of their ſheepe ; not- ſeeking, but beſtowing their 

owne things, beſtowing their care, beſtowing their ſub- 

ſtance, beſtowing euen rthemſelues, as the Apoſtle faith, 

I will be beſtowed for your ſoules. All their gaine was for their 
people; their onely pompe, and their onely pleature was 
to prepare them aperfe& people tothe Lord. But where 
Is now this cuſtome? a farre vnlike is come in the place of 
it. Theſe ſtudies are changed intoorther, and I feare, into 
the worſe,&c. And in another place,he is convinced to be 

vnworthy of the milke and the wool, rbat doth nor feede 

the ſheepe, that doth not watch for the {afegard of the 

focke. Such a man eateth and feedeth vpon his owne 

iudgement : Woc,woe be vntothee ; Behold,death - in 

c 


thepor ; death is in the fleſh-pots, death is in the deli 

of this world,and cfpecially for this,becauſe it is manifeſt, 

that they are the ſinnes of \ 4 people whichthougateſt, Ir 

were better for thee to digge,yea;to begge. Fothou Ca- 

telt the fins of the people,asif thine owne were nor ſuffici- 

ent for thee, Our Sauiour Chriſt, when he calledhis diſci- 

ples, hee bids them follow him, and hee would make 

them Fiſhers of men : Matthew 4.19. Whereypon one 

well obſcrueth, Cy nx1srT hath not enioyned them, to 

fiſh for great liuing, and other dignitie, nor for carth= 

ly gaine, or for the praiſe of men, They that doe fo, 
ew that they are rather from the Deuill fiſhers of mo- 

ney, then from God fiſhers of men. Let theſe men 

harken to that which Bip ItEws L faith of ſuch as Expoſtin 

they are, O'what a caſe, ſaith he,are they in;thatare care- 1.Tbeſa.172\be 

leſſe of Gods people, that hunt after many liuings, and 

bend themſclues to doe no good : which ſerue their owne 

belly, and ſecke to berich,and cate yp Gods people as it 

were bread! What account ſhall they giueto God for the 

ſoules of their brethren ? where ſhall ſtand, or what 

ſhall they ſay,when they ſhall be called to giue account of 

their Stewardſhip? Itwere to be wiſhed, that they that 

are gouernours of the Church, would yſe their authoritic, 

to reforme this grofſle idlenefſe of the Miniſters, They 

might iuſtly ſay to them, as Pharaoh ſaid cruelly to the Exed.ga7,18, 

pqore 1ſraelites, Yee are tav much idle, get you to your 

works, and to your burdens, Is it not a lamentable thing, 

that wee ſhould haue ſome that goc for licenſed Prea- 

chers, that preach not once in ſeuen yeeres? If theſc be 

Preachers, they are. Preachers by - + contrary. Th 

may bee fitly compared to Welles without water, which 2.Pet-2.t7. 

a wearie traueller commeth to, in hope to quench his 

thirſt : bur alas,he gocth away.diſcomforted: or to clowdes Inde ver]. 12. = 

without raine, which giue men ſome hope of a ſhewre, 

to water and refreſh the earth : bur in the ende their 

hope is fruſtrate, They are like that Fig-tree which our 

| F Sauiour 
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Mahar; Saviour curſed, that flouriſhed with leaues, but had no 
fruit, So many of them make a very faire ſhew with out- 
ward grayitic,but they want inward ſubſtance.In a word, 

P/al.r15.5. they are like thoſe 1do{rin the Pſalme,that bave mouthes,but 

1.Co.4%. they ſpeake not, The Apoſtle ſaith, that it irrequired of the 
Lords Stewards that they be found faithfull. But alas,to do 
nothing at all, to take no paines, but to bury themſelues 
in idleneſle, is not to be faithfull;and therefore ſuch Mini- 
ſters can haue no comfortable aſſurance that they are Gods 
Stewards. 

Secondly, this ſerueth to exhort ys all that are entred 
into this high calling,with care and conſcience to ſet our 
ſelues to preach the Word vnto the people committed to 

Tacit.4unal. our charge, And that not now and then onely, but with 
lbe4. the greateſt diligence we can vſe. For as the Apoſtle ſaith 
of almes, that God loneth a cherrefull giner, 2, Cor.g.7. ſo 

we ſhould addrefſe our {clues to the performance of this 

dutic with all alacritic and chearefulneſſe, counting the 

Devita ſolter. buſineſſes of our calling our recreations,as was ſaid of Ti- 
hb 49 /acb Callan ) Ceri the Emperonr: and with good B, lewell, thinking it 
bt ry bo ur greateſt honour to dic in he Pulpit. And howſoeuer 
nn = SEL . jitmay ſeeme hard and difficult at the firſt, yet diligenee 

; and frequent vſc will make it cafie. The Husbandman,we 
ſce, hath hard finewes and ftrong armes. Exerciſe, faith 
Bernard,hath made it ſo,as by ſlouthfulneſſe he becomes 

effeminate, The will cauſeth vic, vſe cauſeth exerciſe,and 

excrciſe miniſtreth ſtrength in all labour. And it was a 

Diſcipl.Sebola. good ſaying of Boetius, chat as in cuery worke conſtancie 
and diligence is found to be a mother: ſo on the contrary 

fide,of all learning and diſcipline negligence is the ſtep- 

Cic.pro.C.Rabir, Mother. And as the Heathen Orator Git wi and practice 
| is the beſt maſter, Neither muſt we be diſcouraged, though 
as many times it falleth out, we ſee little fruit follow our 

Plin.ſecund. Jabours. He that taketh in hand to fell, and cut downe a 
hib.6,ep.29. wm Oke, though after many ſtrokes with his axe, it 
ceme to ſtand as ſtrong as cueritdid; yet hee giueth not 

oucr, 


of Gods houſe, 35 
ouer,but redoubleth his ſtroke with greater force,til atthe 
laſt it fall,and then hee {eeth that his former ſirokes were 
notin yaine. A louing Mother, though the froward child 
do often refuſe the meat,and ſpit it out:yet leaueyh nor for 
that,bur till feedeth ir, and putteth the meate into the 
- mouth againe,and at the laſt it cateth.So though our peo- 
ple bee hard to worke ypon, and froward to receiue any 
thing that is good, yet wee muſtnot leaue them to.them= 
ſelues, but apply and follow them with inſtruQion, and in 
time they may become more pliable. Neuer any of the 
Pyopbets, ſaith Lather, could convert all that they taught. 
and B. lewel, God himſelfe, ſaith hee, husbanded the 1* * —_ . 
Vine,and yet it brought forth wilde grapes, 1ſaiah 5.2.4. tia 
God himlſelfe ſtretched ont his hands all the day to arebellions 
people : 1/a.65.2. And Chriſt himſclfe,won!d often hawe £ - 
thered lernſalems children together as the hen gathereth ber 
chickens vnder her wings, and they wonld not, Mat.13.37. 
Let vs,faith he, doe our endeuour, and leaue the ſuccefſe to 
the Lord. For this cauſe weare called Fiſhers, Hat lg. 
Now we know that Fiſhermen, whether they fiſh with net 
or with angle, doe make many a draught, and caſt many a 
baite into the water, and catch but a little fiſh, Simon Pe- 
ter and his fellowes had :rawelled a whole night, and canght 
wothing : Luke 5.5. yet they were not diſcouraged, bur at 
Chriſts commandement let downe the net againe, and 
then they incloſed a' great multitude of fiſhes. So in like 
manner, though wee loſe our labour many times ; yet we 
muſt nor giue ouer: Chriſt may bring fiſhes into our nets, 
when we looke not for it. We are compared to ſeeds-men-: 
Z*k.8.11. Now allthe ſeed which the Sower caſteth into 
the ground doth not fruQifie, Nay, as our Sauiour doth 
nod vs in that parable, that of foure kinds of grounds, 
there is but one good ground, which recciucth the ſeede 
with profit, To which purpoſe, S. Auguſtine bath a good De Dottr.Chrift, 
ſaying, They that hcare CR not, what. js itto the 


ſcedes-man? Nether the high-way,nor the ſtones, nor the 
| | F 2 thornes 


Onid. de arte. 


De Coxſid. lib.4. 
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thornes doe terrific the hands of the Seeds-manthe caſterh 
that which is his : he that ſhall be afraid,leſt his ſeede fal 
ypoa bad ground,doth-not come vnto good ground, We 
are calleq} Phiſicians of mens loules. Burt there is no Phiſici- 
an that cureth all his patients. As Bernard ſaith wittily : 
Be not di{couraged,there is care and diligence required of 
thee,not curing and healing. Thou haſt heard it ſaid in 
the Gofpell, Take care of him,not cure or heale him. One 


fam Ls = - try faid tru@Ht is not in the Phiſic:onalwaies torelicue the lick 
eres —_— "partie. Paulfaith,] laboured more then they all : he doth 


De.Conſid.lib.q. 


not ſay, I profited more then my alk, Yea, it my bee, 
that the labours may doe good, though thou ſeeſt it 
not, A veſlellthat yr recciueth water into it, though 
it be preſently powred out againe : yet it is cleanſed at 2 
laſt, though not-at the firlf , Nor the ſecond time. In 
like manner, doe not thou ceaſe to powre water vp- 
on the yncleane, _ they be nor cleanſed at the. firſt 
powring, yet with ofren powring they: may. As Lu- 
ther ſaith well to the ſame purpoſe: Ir is impoſſible that 
the Word of God ſhould be preached:withoutr fruite. But 
thoughall bee not conuerted :: yet there are fome,that of 
ſinners, will become belecuers,and be faued. For the ſuc- 
cefle of the Miniſterie is not in the will of men, but of - 
God. As Salomon ſaith, Pron.20.12. The Lord hath made 
both theſe, enen the earetos heare, andthe eye to ſee: that 
is toſay :It is both of the gift of God, that there ſhould be- 
ſome to teach ſound: doQtrine , and-ſome to obey the 
ſourjd Teachers. And' a little: further hee adderh : The 
good ground will bring foorth fruite,let the other three 
parts goe-to thedeuill, But though it ſhould fall our, 
that no fruite at all. ſhould bee ſeene in reſpe& of the 
people : yer wee ſhall bee ſure not to-loſe our labour. 
For as Berzard faith, Euery man ſhall receiue according 
to- his labour, not according to his ſucceſle. So, doe 
thou that, that belongs to thee : For God will ſufficient- 
ly looke to that, that appertaincthto him,without thy care 

and. 
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and thought-taking, Plant, water, take paines, and thou 
haſt done thy part : doubtlefle God will giue the increaſe, 
when hee thinkes good,and not thou, But if he will nor, 
thou loſeſt nothing, as the Scripture ſaith, God will ren- 
der a reward to the labour ofhis Saints, Ic is ſecure labour 
which no defect can make fruſtrate.. And this was the 
eFpeſile Pauls comfort, that hauing becn diligent in, the 
diſcharge of his dutic, and hauing omitted no paines nei- 
ther publike nor priuate, whatſocuer fruite followed of 


his Miniſtery, hee was pure from the blond of all men. And Afts 20.26. 


the Lord telleth the Propbee Ezncuiet rl, that if 
hee faile not to warne the wicked of the danger of his 


finne, though hee will not turne from his wicked way, Exxch-3.19- 


and ſo die in his iniquitie, yet hee ſhould deliwer bis owne 
ſoule, True it is, that it ought to bee the deſire of cuery 

ood Minifter, that if it pleaſe God, all his people may 
- conuerted, and ſo. come toſaluation. Bur ifthis can- 
not bee effe&ed, but that the Lord doe rather by his 
Miniſterie, make them fagots for hell- fire, andthough 


his pronehing bee the ſanonr. of death unto death vnto- 2-Cora. 15,16. 


them all, and not. the ſawonr of life vnto any : yet if heo 
haue faithfully' and conſcionably done that that-was re- 
quired of him, he ſhall ſtill be a ſweet ſawour vnto God, And 
herein our condition that are Gods husbandmen, is farre 
better then the condition of an earthly husbandman.. 
When he hath caſt his ſeede into the ground, ifthe harueſt 
doe not anſwere his expeQttion, hee loſeth not-onely his 
labour, but his ſeede alſo. But if wehaue done our duty to 
the vttermoſt of our power, though. for any thing thatwe 


can ſce,as the Prophet faith, We hane labonred in vaine, and J[4.49-4,55 


ſpent our ſtrength in vaine and for nathing : yet our indgement 

is with the Lord, and our worke with onr G od.. And though 

our people will not be gathered by-our Miniftery.:.yet ſhall 

we be glorious in the fight of the Lord.. 

 Yea,though our people out of a froward diſpoſition,do 

wrong vs, and offer ys iniutric, yet wee mult not giue 
A 2 ouer 


2,739,2,24,25. 
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ouer our paincs. A mother caſteth not away her childe, 
though it haue made her breſts ſore with ſucking , but 
with patience endureth the ſmart, to doe the childe good. 
So muſt we, (as the Apoſtle commandeth vs) ſuffer enell men 
patiently, and inſtratt them with meckeneſſe that are contrary 
minded,proening if God at any, time will gine them repentance, 
&c, Nay,we muſt not bediſcouraged, though our people 


| become our enemies,and perſccute vs. As many times it 


commeth to paſle,eſpecially,if we bee (incere in our Mini- 
ſerie,and doe plaimely i them,and not ſuffer them to ſin, 
Then they rage,and then they vſe al their power to worke 
vs trouble. As indeede that ſpeech of Lather is moſt true, 
To preach the Word of God fincerely,is nothing elſe, bur 
ro / 200 ypon a mans ſelfe all the fury of hell and the de- 
uill,and all the power ofthe world, And itis a moſt dan- 
gerous kind of life, to ofter a mans ſelfe to ſo many teeth 
of Satan. This was the condition of all the Prophers and 
eApeſtles,as may be ſeenc in the whole courſe of the Scrip- 
tures. And there are but a few faithfull Miniſters at this 
day,but they haue experience of it, But we muſtnot faint 
for fall this, but rather, as Bernard ſaith, if they be of an 
hard forchead, wee muſt alſo harden ours againſt them. 
There is nothing ſo hard,that will not yeeld to a harder, 
And this is that which the Lord ſaid to the Prophet Eze- 
chiel, that though the people, with whom he had to deale, 
were rebels and thornes,and ſcorpiens,yet, faith he,] hawe made 
thy face hard agamft their faces,and thy forehead bard againſt 
their foreheads. 1 bane made thy forebead as the eAdaman, 
and barder then the flint : feare them not thereforeqnetther bee 
afraid at their lookes. And the like commandement did the 
Lord giue to the Prophet If: RE MIAH, Thos therefore, 
faith he,rruſſe vp thy lomes,and ariſe,and /peake vnts them all 


that I command thee : benot afraide of their faces,left I deffroy 


thee before them, Wee may not bee dumbe and cowardly 
dogs, that dare not barke at mens beards, if they be great 


and of any power : but we muſt be of generous ſpirits,not 
fearing 
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fearing the face or big looks ofany man. And indeed, fee- 
ing we are the ſeruantsof God, we need not feare, bur that- 
he will prote& vs in the diſcharge of our duties, Wee ſee, 
that great men in the world doe beare out their feruants : 
much more will the Lord beare our his ſeruants, that doe: 
him faithfull ſeruice in the Minifteric of his Word, As he 


promiſed the Prophet TEREMIAH : Behold, 1 hane made lerr.18,19. 


thee this day a defenced (itie, andan iron pillar, and walles of 
braſſe againſt the whole land, 6, For they ſhall fight againſt 
thee but they ſhall not preuaile againſ# thee: for I am with thee, 
to deliner thee, ſaith the Lord. | 

The vſc of this dodtrine for the people,is firſt to reproue 
them that account the Mimiſterslife to be an caſie life, As 
the moſt of them thinke,that we get our liuing eaſily, we 
take no paines, bur patter on a booke a little, &c. Burt wee 
ſee by that that hath been ſpoken, that they are greatly de- 
ceined. Our Saxiowr ( briſt compareth the work of a Mini- 
fer,to things of great labor,as to plowing, fallowing, plan 
ting,rearing an houſe, feeding of cattell,and ſuchlike,in all 


which,great paines and diligence is required, Cato faith, 1n6b.de agt- 
He thatrilleth the ground,muſt not fit ill, for he hath al- cult. 


waies ſomething todoe. And indeede, rhe worke of the 
Husbandman is neuer at ende. Sometimes hee fallowes, 
ſometimes hee ſtirres, ſometimes he carrieth out his com- 
paſſe. Sometimes he ſowes, ſometimes hc harrowes,ſome- 
times he weedes: yea euery moneth þbringeth with it new 
worke. So the Minifter, that is Gods husbandman, if hee 
haue a care to do his dutie well,ſhal find buſinefſe enough 
to keepe him from being idle.” And howſocuer it be true, 
that he doe not toyle with his body, ſo much as the. other 
doth : yet his labour is much more profitable. The Maſter 
of the thip ſeemeth to be' idle ; hee ſtirres not the, pumpe, 
he driues not the oares,herides notthe ropes, hee +oth no 
other workthat is painefull to the body : and yet his ſtudy 
and care is morequaileable to the ſafetic of the ſhip, then 
all their labour.” In like manner wee may ſay of faitbfull 
Atimiſters, 


a Inprolog, 
Declam. 


Mat.9.38., 
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Ainiſters, as Seneca ſaid of Philoſophers ,/ and a great. deale 
more truely: They doe not leade an idle life : their caſe 
and reſt is more profitable to men, then other :mens 
ſweating and running vp and downe. Nay, if the matter 
be well cenfidered,it will be found, that the continuall ex- 
erciſe ofhis minde in diligent ſtudy, and the enforcing of 
his voice in delivering the word, doth more enfeeble and 
weaken the bodie, then any other bodily labour. As Se» 
weca faith well, (a) The wearinefle of the wit, is no leſſe 
then the wearinefſe'of the body,but more ſecret, And La- 
ther maketh no bones to ſay, that the labour .of the Hus. 
bandmen hath no proportion to our toyle and ſweat. And 
whoſocuer ſhall compare them both together, ſhall cafily 
ſee this to be true. The Husbandman that toyleth all the 
yecre in the field, hath a ſounder complexion, and a better 
ſtomack, then the poore Miniſter that fitteth all the;day in 
his ſtudy, and doth nothing,as they thinke, but pore vpon 
a booke. Let them therefore learne to relinquiſh this er- 
ror of theirs, and at the laſt acknowledge, that the life of a 
conſcionable Miniſter is painefull and a laborious life. In 
deede there are a number of idle Drones that occupy 
the roomes of CMimfters,and they(I confeſſe)liue eafily c- 
nough : for many of them doe little elſe , but, fir downe 7s 
eate and drinke,and riſe vp to play,as it was ſaid of the 1/Fae- 
lites. But a godly Minifter that maketh a conſcience of his 
calling, hath labour andrrauell ſufficient, in performing 
the ſeuerall duties of it. 

Secondly,it ſcrueth for inſtruion. And firſt it teacheth 
all them that want good Miniſters, what manner of AMi- 
n:/ters they ſhould defire : namely, ſuch as bee workemes , 
ſuch as be painefull /abowrers, not /oyterers,"As our Saniony 
Chriſt faith, Pray the Lord of the Harmeſt, that be wonld'ſend 
forth labowrers ints his Harzeft ſuch as will /abowr diligent- 
ly in the word and Dottrine.But alas,the moſt men dolittle 
regard this of all other things. If their Winifſter be a quiec 
anan, and will vſe them kindely for their Tithes ; if hee be 
a good 
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2 goodfellow, and 'will fit neighbourly with them, and 
ſpend his penny,as they doe theirs in the Ale-boule: if he 
read them faire feruice,as they cal it,and trouble them nor 
with preaching too cften :or if he doe ſtep now and then 
into tie Pulpit,ifhemeddle: not too: much with their {ms, 
bur - well propheſie vnto them of wine and ſtrong:drimke, 36 the Mb... 
Prophet ſaith, and ſo pleaſe their humours;they care for no 
more, he is the beſt Miniſter for thenrthat can be. 
Apgaine, for thoſe to whom God in mercic hath given 
faithfull Paſtours; which are carcfull to feede them with Jero15.. 
knowledge and vnderflanding : they. mult tearne from hence 
to be thankefull vato them. And firſt, they muſt haue them 
in high eſtimation, 'and: imbrace them with all love and 
kinde affection :. For they that laboxr inthe Hord and do- 1.Tim.5.15- 
Hrine,are wortbie of dowhle henowr.. Tothis purpoſe: is that: 
exhortation of the Apolſile-t: Now we beſerch you,bretbren, 2x:Tbeſſ,$,13,13 
that ye know them which labiur among you,& 0: That yee hane 
them in ſingular lowe far their workss ſake. ' And when heſent 
-Epaphroditus xfaithfull Minifter,and bis companion in la- _ 
|bour ta the Philippians,, bee bids them receinethemin the PH.2-25-29. 
_ Lord with all gladneſſe and make much of ſucb, | And: the A- 
pefHe teſtifieth of the Galatians,that they eſteemed ſo reve- 
rently of him, as that *bey.receined bnwas an Angell of God, _ _. 
Jea,as Chriſt Teſus, If we muſt honourthe bodily Phifician, a. 
becauſe of neceſſitie +» much more muſt we honour the As-- 
n;ſter, whom God hath- made the Phifician of our ſoules. 
And indeed,the labour of a faithfull Af@iſter.can neuer be 
ſufficiently recampenced with any dutie or ſeruice which 
they can performe, For if Alexander. the: great, thought 
. himſelfe ro owe more dutie to Ariſtotle his Maſter, . 
trained him vp in the knowledge of Philoſophie, then to 
Philip his Father that begate him : how much more are 
men bound-to their godly Miniſters, who arenot onely. 
their inſtruRers- to teach ther the knowledge of Gods 
will : but alſo their /piritwall Fathers,to beget them in Chriſt 1.Cor.4.15+. 
teſms through the Goſpelit But God knoweth, itfaretb with 
By CG. 


many 
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2.Cor, 12.15, many of ys,as iedid with the Apoſtle P anl,cthat the moarewee F 
| toxe our people, and the more wee endeuour to doe them 
good, the leſſe we are loxed agaive, Let them therefore bee 
admoyiſhed to reforme themſclues herein,and to bee affe- 
ted cheir Paſtours with that loue and kindneffe that 
is due veto them, And the rather, becauſe it will be moſt 
profitable to themſelues : For if they loue the perſon of 
the Miniſter,-they-will a great deale more willingly im- 
brace his doctrine, and ſoit will doe: them more good. 
S:nec.lbb,q, _ There isnothing more pleafing to them thar are ſicke,then 
declam.5, tobe healed ofwhom they would. 

Secondly,they muſt be obedienttotheir dorin,as the 

Heb,13.17, AApoſtleexhorteth,Obey them that hane the onerſight of you, © 
and ſubmit yoar ſelues,G&c, Andthatfot their owne good. 
ForlT pray you, what.doe the Miniſters gaine by = O- 

' bedience?A-comfory,l confeſiezit'is to them, toſecto good 
fruite oftheir labours::- but all the profit and benefit 'will | 
beyours inthe end. And againe, otherwiſe-they are more 
hardly taught and healed. For as the ſhepheard cannot , 
eakily cure the ſheepe, that ſpurneth and kicketh with the Þ 
heeles:and as the patient that ſtruggleth,doth more hard. 

ly receiue a medicine :ſo the ſoule of man cannot bee cu- 
red,vnlefleit doe willingly,and ofthe owne accord ſub- 
mit it ſelfe ynto diſcipline. 

Thirdly, they muſt communicate with them of their 
goods,and allow them competent maintenance, that ſo | 
without worldly diſtra&tions, they may more chearecfully 
attend their ſtudies. And there is great reaſon for this of 

Ink 19,70 allotherdutics. For as our Senior ( hriſt faith, The labow- 
rer is worthie of his wages. And this is part of that donble ho- 
nowr,which the Apoſtle faith, is due to the Miniſter; and 
therefore he applieth that precept ofthe law to that pur- 
poſe,T how ſhalt not monzell the month of the oxe that treaderh 
ont the corne. And, the Lord bath ordained, that they that 
preach the Goſpell, ſhould line of the Goſpell. And therefore 


Gal6.6, the Apoſtle giueth commandement to all that are __— 
| &e vB 


1.Timn,5.17,18, 
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theWord, that th:y make Lim that bath taught them, partaker 
of all their yoods. And in another place he faith, There isno- 
proportion betweene the maintenance which the Mini. 


fters receiue of the people, and that which they afford 
them backe againe, /fwe, faith he, hawe ſowne vnts you ſpi«- 1,001.9. 1. 


rituall things, 15/it a great matter if we reape your carnall 
things ? But our people are ſo farre from giuing vs main- 
tenance of themſclues, as that they vſe all 'meanes they” 
car, to with-hold that maintenance from ys which the 


Law hath appointed. That proud Pharice made his Laker8-13.. 


boaſt, and it may bee trucly, that hee gave tithes of all 
that ener hee poſſeſſed, But our people in many places 
defraude vs by one denice or other, Eyther they have 
ſome Popiſh cuſtome to cut off our Tithes in kinde, 
or they haue out-grounds in other Pariſhes, and athow- 
ſahd other trickes, whereby they can defeat-vs attheir- 
pleaſure. As it is ftrangeto ſee, how ingenious & witty the: 
dive! hath made cuen the fimpleſt of i Jon to beguile their 
Afiviſter. But let them rake heed that their crafty. wit be- 
guile not themſelues in the end. Let them beware, that the 


cry of the Lords labourers , whoſe bire they bane kept back, by James 546 
frand,do not enter intothe eaves of the Lord of hoſts, We ſhould 


know,thatGods miniſters ought to be maintained, though 
the Law had appointed them no tithes at al for their main«- 
tenance, And we ſee that the moſt ynworthie Miniſters 
that are,will haue their tithes to the vttermoſt : yea with 
bers rigout then' they that toile and take moſtpaines 
or them. And therefore, letall the people of God be ex 


» 


 horted conſcionably, to give the portion that. is due to 


their CMinifeers, leſt they bee driven for want thereof to 


forſake the houſe of God;as they did in the time of Nehe= 
wiah, chap. 13. verf, 10,1, and as they doc atthis day in 


od apes of the land. In a word, let them be carefull to 
orme this,and all otherthcir duties, with ſach alacrity- 


and chearefulneſſe, as thar their Mmifters may be incoura- - 
ged to doe their duties backe againe with ioy; and nor with yeb.13.27.. 
G :S-: gr iefe, 
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greefe,as the' Apaſile faith ; For doubtleſſe the griefe which 
a CMinifter ſhall conceiue from the way-ward and per- 
verſe diſpoſition of his people, cannot chuſe but greatly 
daunt his ſpirits, and make him altogether liſtleſle to 


-preach ynto them, And indeed what heart can a man haue 


to take paines with ſuch a people, as neither regard him 
nor his Miniſtery, ifthat neceſſitie which God hath laid 
ypon him, as S. Pas{ſaith,did not compell him ? 

Laſt of all, it may ſerue to admoniſh all true Chriſtians 
to mourne in their ſoules, and with bitternefle of heart to 
bewaile the miſerie of fo many thouſands of their poore 
brethren,who are. like. to periſh in many places, becauſe 
there is none-to teach.chem.knowledge. Is it not a lamen- 
table thing,to ſee ſo many townes for want of preaching 
AMinifters, (who are the Candleſticks to hold BE the 
light ot the Word ynto them) ſitting in darkyeſſe,and in the 
ſhaddow of death? Our Sanionr Chriſt, when he ſaw the peo- 
ple of his time,that they were diſperſed and ſcattered abroad, 


81 ſheepe haning no ſhepheard, his very bowels were moned with 


' compaſſion towards them. And if we be led by the Spirit of 


Chriſt,we.cannot bur. be affe&ed with commiſeration, in 
regard of the like miſerie of the people of our times, that 
haue no guides, but blind guides, to leade them into the 
ditch, Would it not grieue any mans heart in the world, 
toſec a goodly harueſt of croppe,like to rot ypon the earth 
for want of Reapers to gather itinto the barnes ? Euen ſo, 
the Lord hatha great harueſt,and the, regions are #bite al- 
readie, as Chriſt faith : What a griefe then ought it to bee 
to euery good hearr,to conſider, that there are ſo few la- 
bourers to thruſt in the Sickle? The people of God in 
many places, begin to feele the want of a Word, and 4s 
new-borne babesthey deſirethe ſincere milk of it that they may 
grow by it. But alas, what a pittifull thing is it, that their 
Miniſters are either drie nurſes,and haue no milke at all in 
their breſts,to giue them ſucke : or if they haue, they are 
become through idlenefſe more hard-hearted then the 

| Dragons, 
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Dragons, andmore cruell then the Offriches in theWil ler- 


neſſe; they will not draw ont their brefls to feede them, but 
cuen ſuffer the towgue of Gods poore ſucklings to cleane to 
the reofe of their month fer thirſt, And therefore, to con- 
clude this point, let euery. one of vs bee ſtirred vp in a 
fellow-feeling of this great miſeric, to pray to God in 
the behalfe of our brethren, and euento importune him, 
and giue him noreſt, yntill hee bee pleaſed to ſer ouer c- 
ueric Congregation ſuch a Miniſter, as may bee apt and 
m_ to teach and inſtruct them in the way of godli- 
neſle. 

That weedeth not to bee aſhamed.) The word proper- 


ly fignifieth, that necdeth nor to bluſh, And ſo the A- Jy milaurrey 
oftle vſeth it an another place, where hee ſaith, What ab jnwyg- 
owe had yee then in thoſe things , whereof ye are now 4- ,,,,, 
foamed? Heere then hee exhorteth Ty MOTHEvVS to Kem.s.zt. 
Keepe, a good conſcience in the whole courſe of his imwayrecn- 
life, that when hee ſhall come to giue account vnto Aretins inlece 


God, his face may not becouered with ſhame: for where 
ſhame is, there is guiltineſſe. And thus doth Saint 
Hierome expound it: Liue ſo, faith hee, leſt thy wordes 
wanting deedes, bee confounded:for the doftrine, is an 
ornament to the life, and-the-worke+»—an-oftabliſhment 
tanthe-life,, and the worke is an eſtabliſhment of the 
doQrine. And Aquinas, The dodtrine, ſaith hee, which 
he preacheth with his mouth, - let him confirme with his 
work, which if he donot,he is worthy of ſhame and confu- 
fion. And Gorrs interpreteth it,one that needeth not bluſh 
to conſeſſe the Goſpel for his cuil life. 4»/emm readerh it 
ynreproucable.For,ſaith he, from a reproof riſeth confuſion 
to him that is reproued,and he that cannot be reproued, is 
not confounded. As if he ſhould ſay,Shew thy ſelfe ſuch a 
one inal thy works,as in none of them thou mailſt ſuſtaine 
the confuſion of ſhame.Fro hence th&our inftruftion may 
be this, That it is notenough for a unter to preach ſound 
doRtrine,ynleſlſe he be blamelefle in his life, And therefore 
G 3 our 
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our-Saujor-Chr:ſt in that excellentprayer ofhis for his Diſ- 
ciples;becauſe they were to bee Miniſters of the Word, 
prayeth for them to his. Father; Santtifie them with thy 
truth thy Word is the truth. And indeede how: can they 
cleanſe others, that.are vncleane themſclues? how can they 
free others from pollurion, that are polluted themſclues ? 
according to that ſaying of (yprian : who can giue that 
which himſelfe hath not.? And the. Apoſtle exhorteth 
T imothews, to take heede to himſelfe,end to doftrine, Attend 
ficſt to thy ſelfe,and then to the teachingof other:where- 
upon the ordinary Glofle ſaith, He doth not ſay, Attend 
to doctrine and to thy ſelf:but, Attend tothiy ſelfe,and yn- 
to doarine:firſt,take heed howthou liueſt,and then how 
thou teacheſt:for as Caluin well noteth, doQtine will doe 
little good,if holineſle of life bee not anſwerable.. And- 
oreat 'reaſon is there. that eAMinifters of all othet men 
fhould bee holy. For firſt, they- adminiſter the-holy 
things of God :: as: the Apoſtle ſaith, they are. diſpoſers- 
of the ſecrets of God. They beare the veſſels. of the Lord, as 
the Prophet ſaith, and that-after a more peculiar manner : 
and therefore it behoouerth them elpecialty to bee cleane, 
Ifay 53. 11. And this the poore Heathen people; in their | 
blind and ſuperſtitious ſeruice of their Idols , had a very. 
great care of, Jt: was one. of their Poxtificall lawes?” Let. 
them come chaſtly te the gods, letthem ſe pietie. They that do 
otherwiſe, God himſelfe willrenenge it, The Prieffs of Egypt, 
euery third day gid ſhave their bodies, leſt any filthineſſe- 


z appeare, when-theywere offering their ſacrifices. And thoſe 


Priefts that were troubled with Byles and Botches, were: 
forbidden to ſtudy Diuination : either becauſe it becom- 
meth not thern to haue-any vicer in their mindes, that ap-- 
ply themſelues to heauenly things : or elſe if they vie not a: 
diſcaſed beaft for ſacrifice, nor diſeaſed birds for Diuina- 
tion :-much moremuſt they auoid ſuch things in them-. 
felues. . If theſe Heathen men had'this care for the ſeruice- 
of. their falſe gods, which were bur ſtockes and ſtones, the + 


workes. | 
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workesof their owne hands : how much.more qdught wee... - 
to be carefull of all puritie and cleannefſe.in the wogſhip-} 
of the true God, who is a conſuming fire againſt ſinne and. reb.1272g. 
ſinners, and who will be /anGified i them that come neere Leanoge«.: |" 
kim,orclſc he will glorific himlelfe in their confuſion, It, IM 
was forbidden in the Law, that whboſoener had any blemi- Les.31, 171k," 2 
ſhes, ſhomldnot preaſe to offer the bread of bis God : 2s if hee 7b? 
were blind, or lame,or had a flat noſe,or any miſſhapen member, 

&c. And howſlocuer this ccremonie be ceaſed, and be no 

more.in yſe: yet the equitie of it remaineth ſtill, namely, 

that they that haue blemiſhes in their liues,: or are miſ- 
| ſhapen intheit ſoules, ſhould 'not;be admitted to ſerye the. 
\ Lord, in the miniſterie ofhis Word. 
| Secondly , a «Miniſter muſt goe before his people in 
thecxample of a godly life. It was the exhortation, of | 
-our Saxiour Chriſt to his Diſciples : Let your light ſo ſhine Matth;y.6. 
before men, that they may: ſee your geed workes, and glerifie. 
your Father which is *mn heaxen, As inthe Orbes and Circles 
$ .ofthe Heauens, the higheſt Spheare moueth all the reſt; 
1 and therefore is called the firſt Moouer : So the Miniſter 

being higheſtin the Church, ſhould by his example moue 

and draw them that are ynder him ynto holinefle. , For the 

people in our times will fay to vs, as they ſaid to our Sawi- 

our ( briſft, What doeft thou worke, that we may fees, and. be- 

leene thee ? Not what doeſt thou teach? John 6,30. And 
' therefore as it is ſaid of him, that firſt he beganto doe, and 
| then te teach, Ait.x.1,.thathe was firſt wightis indeed, and 
thes in word, according as (,yprian ſaith,Chiiſt was a Tea- Serm.5.fde 
cher in words, and a performer in deeds; teaching what ,,1,1 44 
oughtto be done,and doing whatſocuer CEN And 


] . 


itis ſaid of Ezra, that firſt he prepared his hd#d'to ſceke the xxre. 7.10. 
Law of the Lord, and to doe it, and then to tedchthe precepts 
and iudgements in Iſrael, So mult it beewith ys, that wee 
may ſay with the ApeftleP av 1: Brethren, be followers of phil.z.17. 
| me, and looks on them thatwalke,ſo as ye bane vs for an exam- 
ple, And, T binks of thoſe things which ye baxe both oven & 48,9. 
| amd. 
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and received, and beard, and ſcent in-me.And to this purpoſe 
the Apoſtle-exhorteth Tim oTuEv's, to be vntorher 
that beleene an enſample, in word, in conner ſation, in lowe, in 
ſpirit, in faith, and inpareneſſe. And hee biddeth TiTvs, 
abone all things to ſhew himſelfe an example of good works,C5c. 
And the Apoſtle Peter exhorteth all-ifters, ſo tocar 
themſclues,as they may bee enſamples to the flocks. In all 
which places,the word that is vſed, doth fignifie, that the 
life of a Minter ſhould be ſuch apatterne of godlinefle, 
as that it may ſet aſtampe,and an impreſhon thereof, as it 
were vpon his-people; Men wil ſooner learne oftheir Mi- 
niſters by their eyes, then they will doe by. their cares. For 
they commonly belecue their eyes, better then they doe 
their cares. And it isalong courſe to teach by precepts, 
bur ſhort and effeQuall-by examples. When ——_— of 
Ifracl were to paſſe ouecr order into' the land. of promiſe, 
the Priefts that bare the Arke of the:Conenant, wentibefore 
them : oſs.3.15,16,17. So muſtthe Ammifters goe before 
their people in the journey to the Kingdome of heauen, 
And indeede, as Saint Awg«ſtine ſaith, . though they pro. 
fir: many by ſaying that which they. doe not : yerthey 
would profit a great many more by doing that whichthey 
ſay. Ir is ſaid of ſob» Baptiff, that. he was, the voice of him 
that criethin the wilderneſſe. Whereupon' Stapleton well ob. 
ſeructh, that he had not onely a well-ſounding yoice, but 
alſo he was a yoice, Whatſocuer was in him, namely, his 
food, his apparrell;his habiration;and his whole life, was 
a yoice that cried and proclaimed repentance,mortificati- 
onand holineſfe. His life firſt cried, beforchis preaching. 
The ſame order ſhoulda Preacher obſerue, that firſt he be 
avoice, andthen lift vp his voice.. They whole lives are 
notan{werable to their doctrine, have a voicc.indeed, bur 
an emptie one; like ſounding braſſe,or a tinckling Cymball, 
T1.Cer.13.1. butthcy are not a voice,orat leaſt;a man ma 
ſay of them, as the Country fellow ſaid of the Nightin- 


- gale;when hee. had ſtripped her out ofher feathers, Thou 
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art onely a voice,” andnothing elſe.This was ittharmatde 

Hered reverence [obn Bapriff to much, and heare him-ſo Make 6,20; 

{a thathe was a good Preacher : -but chiefly that | 
ewas 4 inſt: man, and an holy, The Heathen Philoſophers 

haue made three markes of a good Teacher : firſt,that he 

teach not ſleightly and negligently, bur diligently, and 

with due prene:ditation.Secondly,that he obſerue a good 

order and methode in teaching, that his hearers may vn- "= 

derſtand him. And laftly, that his life be anſwerable to AS 

his words and profeſsion. Whereunto agreeth that ſayin 

of Saint Anga/tine, It is to little purpoſe for a Miniſter to Confeſ] lib.rs. 

command his heaters in words,ifhe doe not alſo goe be- 

fore them in deeds, And therefore Bernard willeth Emge- De Confd. lib.4e 

ix to conſider, that it behooueth him' to bee a forme of 

righteouſneſſe,a mirrour of holineſſe, and a patterne of 

pietie, So ſhould it be with all the Aſiniflers of the Word, cy2.lib.z-epift-to 

that they may exhort their people nor by words-only,but 

by deeds,not onely by the incitement of their ſpeech and 

voice, but chiefly bee the example of their faithand.ver- 


tue, And indeed if it be expedient for all men toliue or- cyr,/þ r,epi n / 


derly, much more dorh it and with reaſon, that Aſinifters 
be carefull that way, whoſe manners and conuerſation 
ſhould be a leſſon and an'exarmple ynto ethers; For how 
can they ſec integritie and continency kept, if c tion, 
and inftruQtion of vice begin to proceede from themſclues? 
And therefore,to ſhur vp all'in a word, as Cyprian well r;jb.r.epiftat. 
counfelleth, leteuery Miniſter labour to fulfill indeed, 
that which before he hath taught in word,that ſo he may 
be the greateſt in the Kingdome of heauen, as Chriſt hath 
promiſed, ſaying , Phoſoener ſhall obſerne and teach theſe Maith.y 19. 
words, the ſame ſhall be called great in the Kingdome of Hea- 
wen, 
This doArine hath a double yſet firſt, for the Aſiniters: 

ſecondly, for the people. For the Miniſters, it ſeruerth 
firtt to reproue allthoſs that are careleſſe this way;who as 

our Savior (brift ſaid of the Phariſes, Say, and doe not : 
| Hh s/n Aath. 


Declamat. 


CurePaftoral, 


AM1t.23.44 


Cie prolege 
Manil, 
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lib.3. 


Exoed.37.23. 
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Matth.24.3. As God knoweth,there are ſo-many ſuch in 


theſe daics,that we may well vic that ſpeech. of. Berzard; 


Chrift aid ofhis Diſciples: Hawe not I choſen you twelne,and 
one of you is a Dixell? Bur Twould there were at this day 
among twelue #ns Foter,, And itis true ofa number that 
Gregorte ſaith, that which they. pierce.imto by their. vnder- 
Randing,they tread yncler their feere bythgir living : they 
teach on the tudden, that which CO by 


| pradtice, but by meditation ; and that which they preac 


in words, they impugne wich their manners. Theſe are 
they that lay heauy burdens on other mens backes, bur 
themſelnes will not moone them with oe of their fiugers, With 
what force can they reprooue that in others, which they 
practiſe themſclues? The Heathen man could fay,that hee 


cannot be ſeuere in judging others, that would not haue 


others ſeuere Tudges againſt himiclfe.. And,he that taketh 
vpon himto corre& other mens manners,and to reproue 
their finnes, who will beare with him, if he decline neuer 
ſo little from the care and conſcience of his dutic? And in 
the ſame place,he is not to be ſuffered, that is taken him- 
ſelfe in the ſame fault, which he: reprooueth in another. 
The ſnuffers in the Tabernacle, which were to tep the 
Lampes,and to make them burne brighter, by Gods com- 
mandement were of pure gold, to teach (a they that 
by reprehenſion, muſt cauſe others to giue more light, 
muſt be pure and cleane themſclues, Otherwiſe, they are 
like water in the Font, which waſheth others,and it ſelfe 
deſcendeth into the fincke : or like a file, that ſmootheth 
other things,and it ſelfe. remaineth rough : or like Aoahs 
Carpenters,who made an Arke to ſaue others from drow- 
ning,and themſclues periſhed in the waters. Or like impo= 
tent beggars by the High-way fide, who can well informe 
trauellers-in the way,and yet neuer walke it themſclues: or 
like him that carrieth a candle behind him,to giue lightto 
them that come aftcr,but himſelfe falleth into the mire: or 
lke.a.lame man, who ſo long as hee fitreth ſtill, ſee- 
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of Gods boſe, x51 
meth to bee comely and well-fauoured : but affoone as 
hee beginneth to walke, he appeareth deformed. Sotheſe 
Minifters(as is commonly (aid in diſgrace of them)ſo long 
ns they are jn the Pulpit, arc good men: but when they 
come downe; they are moſt wicked : or they are like 


Danids idols, in this reſpeRt alſo. They haue all the Pſalt15,56 4+ 


inſtruments of yertue, but they yſe themnot, They haue 
eyes to ſee that which is good, bur they follow the 
worſe : they haue the feete of their affe&ions, but they 
are not mooued to' good : they hauemouthes, but ſuch 
, 2s have no taſte of godlincffe, In a word, they haue 


Iac oBs vice, andEsavs hands: how can the poore Gtneſ-a7.12, 


cople haue any hope their prayers ſhall be heard, when 
uch prophane perſons as theſc,aretheir mouth to God ? 


eſpecially ſecivg our Saviour hath ſaid, that Ged heareth not 16bn9.31. 
__ 


Beſides, their example doth wonderfull muchhurt to 
their people: 1f the trumpet gene an vncertaine ſonnd,who ſhal 


1,Cor.14.3. 


prepare hnn/clfe to the battell,as the Apeſtle fairh? The voice 531+ 


of a Miniſter is a trumpet; and it giueth an yncertaine 

ſound, when ir is not confirmed by rhe teſtimony of his 

yertues. In ſucha caſe no man will prepare kimſelfe, bur 

rather euery one will laugh him to fcoine, ſaying, Thew 

that ar roendany reacheſt not thy /elfe ? 6, It heethat 
35 appointed to bee a guide in the way, ſhall tellthe tra- 
ueller, that he muſt goe one way, 2nd bimſeife goe ane- 
ther way. The pooretraueller, knowing him to be skil= 
full in the right way, will rather follow his ſteppes, then 
his words. In like manner, the Miniſter that is {et-to 
bee a guide in the way to heauen, if hee ſhalltell men 
che right way, bur himſelfe walke the way to hell: If 
hee ſhall bid them goe by the way of mercie, but him- 
felfe goe by the way ot crueltie ; if hee bid thera goe by 
the way of temperance, bur himſclfe goe the' way of 
drunkennefle; idhee bid them goe the way of chaſtirie, 
bur himſclfe goe the way of vncleannes ind 

| H 2 
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ir muſtneeds be a great ſtumbling blocke vnto the poore 
people, That 'which Sexeca, though an Heathen man, 
{pake of the Pbz/oſephers of his time,may fitly be 4 al to 
many Miniſtcrs of theſe daies. 1 iudge none, faith hee, to 
delerue worle of all mankind, then they that haue learned 
P hils/ophie, as a certaineart ſet to ſale, that liue otherwile, 
then they teach others to liue. They ſet foorth themſclues 
as examples of vnprotftable learning, being ſubie&t to cue- 
ry vice, which they inucigh agaiaſt in others. Such a Tea- 
cher can no more benefit me, then the Pilot that is readie 
to vomit in a tempeſt, And in another plate; The ficke 
partic hath no hope of health, whom the Phifician moveth 
tro intemperance. Theſe men,looke how much they build 
with their doCtrine,ſo much they pull downe with theirill 
life ; if fo be he can build any thing that liueth ill : for as 
Saint Augaſtine ſaith; There are a number, that ſecke for 
a defence of their cuill life, <uen from their Teachers 
themſelues, anſwering intheir heart, or it may bee, brea- 
king outinto ſpeech,and ſaying, That which thou biddeſt 
me doe, why doeſt thou it not thy felfe ? And fo it com- 
meth to paſlc,that they dye not heare him obediently,that 
heareth not himſelfe : and the Word of God that isprea- 
ched vnto them, they contemne together with the Prea- 
cher, Thus by their faults, they make an example of ruine 
and downefall re other. As the Prophet Jeremiah com- 
plainerh of the falſe prophets, that by their ſofult and fil- 
thy courſes, they did ſtrengthen the hands of the wicked, that 
one conld returne from his wickedneſſe. Nay, from them - 
wickedneſſe went forth into all the world. Hence is it, that one 
calletn ill Miniſters the deuils hawks, and his beſt factors; 
becauſe there is none that doth more build yp his King- 
dom then they. As God knoweth, we ſee for the moſt part, 
that ſuch Pariſhes as are peſtered with them,are little bet- 
ter then the ſuburbes of hell. For alas, is there any = 
to be found (except itbe in ſome two or 'three, in whole 


hearts the Lord hath wrought a hungring and Sg 
afrer 


after the Word) but horrible ls and blaſphemy, 

beaſtly (willing and drinking(the Miniſter being not aſna- 

med nor afraid,to make both himſclfe and others druake, Ser 1.de ebrie- 
as Anguſline ſaith) filthy vncleanneſle and whoredom,no-. fate. 
torious prophanation of the Sabbath,&c? Sothat though 
the proucrbe ſcldome hold inthe better part, yet itis al- 
waies true in the worſe part (the force of our corruptions 
ſwaying vs that way) Like Prieft, like people. So true is that 
ſaying of Saint Cyprian : The ruine of the ouerſeer, is 
moſt pernicious to the downefall of them that follow 
him. 

Againe, ſuch Miniſters doe exceedingly hurt them- 
ſclues, and weaken the cred:t of their miniſterie, and make 
euen the do&trine which they teach to be ſuſpected. Saint 
Auguſtine maketh it che firſt degree of abuſes, when a pres vn abuf. 
Preacher is without good workes, negleing that in $f 008. 
his ations, which hee teacheth in his ſpeech. For the 
heaters doe eafily contemne the ſayings, when they lee 
the workes of the Preacher differ fromthe words of his 
preaching, For the authoritic of a Pteacher is never 
made effeQuall, vnleſle, by the praQtice of his worke, hee 
faſten ic in the heart of his hearers. And in another place _ 
he ſaith, The life ofthe Teacher is of greater force to make os doflr. Chriſt 

| | 4 
the people heare him obcdiently,then the greateſt-waight 
of words : whereunto agreeth that ſpeech of Gregorie : His 
doctrine is contemned, whoſe life-is deſpiſed, And no 
maruelhif the people giueno credit to ſuch a mans preach- 
ing,becauſeit is like a writing withour a ſcale. And as in 
ciuill judgement, the teſtimony of one-man is not belee- 
ued, but in the mouth of two or three witneſſes ,enery word muft Matth.18.16. 
be confirmed : o in preaching, men doe not beleeue the R 
voice of the-Preacher oncly,vnleſle it be further confirmed 
 bytheteſtimony of his life. As Gregorie ſaith ; The au- 
thoritie of teaching is loft, when the voice is not helped by . 
the worke. A Miniſter by teaching well, and liuing well, 
inſtrueth the people hoy to liue: but by teaching well, 

H 3 and 


lib." 4.3 1+ 
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andliuing ill, be inftrueth God howto condemne im, 


Nay, he condemneth himſelfe by his owne voice; as it is 


Luke19.2% faidin the Goſpel, Of thine ewne month will 1 indge thee thou 


exill ſ:ruant, Such a man carrieth a caadle beforehimſelfe 


to ſhew others his filthineſſe. He maketb his lightto ſhine 
before men,that they may ſee his cuill workes, and fo de- 


De conſider.lib.v = both him and his doctrine, It is a monfirous thing, 


1Jobn #3 9 
& I 043 s, 


Init. 4-3. 
12-13 ©, 


Luckt 12:44?k, 


aith Bernard,for a man to haue the higheſt ſeat, and the 
loweſt lite,loftie words,and idle hands, much ſpeech, and 
no fruite, Let euery one of ys therctore take heede, that 
our ill life confute not our good preaching. Happy is hee, 
who if his doQtrine be refuſed, can yet ſay in ſome meaſure 


with our Sauiour Chriſt, Theworkes that [ dee, beare witnes 


of me that the Father bath ſext me, And againe : Though yee 
beleeme not 136, yet beleene my workes thc. 
Finally,the Cow of a Miniſter are more grieuous, then 
the finnes of other men. The waights of the Sanctuarie 
were double as heauie as the ordinaric waights of 
Marchants : fignifying, that the finnes of Miniſters 
ſhould bee waighed with heauicr waights, and ſo re- 
ceiuve heauier iudgements, then the finnes of ordinarie 
perſons. And therefore in the Law, there was as great 
a Sacrifice appointed to bee offered, for the expiation 
of the finne of the Prieſt, as of all the people. And 
not without iuſt cauſe : For a Miniſter hath, or ſhould 
haue more knowledge then the people haue., Nov where 
there is more knowledge, there the tranſgreſſour is lia- 
ble to greater blame, As our Sauiour Chrilt ſaith, Yato 
whomſoener much is ginen, of him ſoall bee much required. 
And befides,rhe excellencie of his place is greater. And 


ww confids therefore,if his conuerſation bee lewde and wicked, the 


more excellent hee is, the more deformed hee ſhall : 
peare in the fight of all men. Asa little ſtaine of incke 
is more ſcene in faire white paper, then = great one 
in browne paper: ſe a ſmall faultina Miniſter is more 
notorious , then a great one in another man, = 

1ane 


of Gods houſe, 55 
finne of a Miniſter is like the leprofic of Vzx4ab, that 
roſe vp in his fore-head,and was in cuerie bodies fight, 
2. { #&r9#..26. 19. but the finne of another man is like 
the leprofic of Moſes in his kand , which hee put-in 
his boſome, and io Kept it rom being ſeene, Exed.. 
4 6. Not that othcr mens finnes alſo are not ſeene, but 
becauſe they are not ſo much obſcrued, as the finnes of 
the Miniſter, | 

A ſecond vie of this doctrine to ys that be Miniſters, 
is to excite and ſtirce ys yp to endeuour,that there may 
bee an-agreement betweene our hearts, our mouthes, 
and. our k 


ther we bee Miniſters orno. And herein wee ſhould la- 
bour to imitate God himſelfe, whoſe ſeruants wee are, 
of whom Sa/orrn ſaich, 1. King. 8. 24. that whatſocuer 
hee ſpake with bis mouth, hee performed it with his baud. 
It is an excellent thing, when. men ſhall truly ſay of a 


Miniſter, that hee liueth as hee preacheth. And this did Seneca,ezift.z 5. - 


the Heathen man require of the. Philoſophers of his 
time, that: their ſpeech might- agree with their life : for 
he, ſaith hee, hath fulfilled his promiſe, who is- the ſame 
man,both when men ſce him, and when they heare him. 
As they that are teachers of Muſficke, doe not onely giue 
certaine precepts to their ſcholars, but alſo ſhew them the 
praQtice of it by playing before them themſclues : ſothe 
Miniſter ſhould not onely deliuer wholeſome doQrine to 
his people, but alſo ſhew themthe praRice of it in his. 
owne example. And indeede , as Hierome writeth , 


The houſe and conuerſation of a Miniſter, being ſet as 4d Heliodor.. 
it were on a watch-Tower, oughtto bee the Schoole. ©#f-3- | 


miſtreſſe of publike diſcipline. Wharſoeuer. hee. ſhall 
doe , all his people will thinke they may doe tbe 
like. And therefore, they muſt take heed hee: giue no 
cauſe, that either r hffchar will reproue him may ſeeme. 
taraile,ypon him ily,or they that wauld imitate him, . 
—_— 


ands, that as Cypries ſaid of Virgins, when Tref,:.de ba- 
men ſnal ſee our conuerſation,they neede not doubt whe- del 
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55 The faithfull Steward 

may be c5pelled to offend. And in another place. The con- 
uerſation of a Brſbop ought to be ſuch, as he may conceiue 
thetruth in his heart, and ſound it forth in his whole con- 
uerſation, that whatſoeuer hee ſpeaketh, whatGeuer hee 
doth, may bee the infrrudtion of his people. | And Seneca 
ſaith very wittily of Philoſophy, which is much more true 
of Diuinitie, that it teachethmen to do&not to fay,and 
requireth this of euery man, that he liue after his own Law, 
that the life diſſent not from the ſpeech : but hat the life 
in it (clfe be all of one colour, without any diſagreement of 
all the actions.Such were the ancient Fathers which in for- 
mer times flouriſhed in the Church, As itis reported of 


Or47en, that he hal not only perfe&t Dottrine in his words, * 


but alſo in his workes he ſhewed examples of 'perfeR diſ- 
cipline, andir was faid of him, This is he, that hath his life 
anſwerable'to his word , becauſe hee doth thoſe things 
which he teacheth, Andit is teſtified of Gregorie Nazian- 
ze», that he profited much to the reformation of his peo- 


ple, becauſe being a teacher of Religion, hee taughtthem 


many things by his words, but farre more by example : 
neither id they ſee, that he commanded his Diſciples any 
thing, which he did not firſthimſelfe. And Eraſmas wri- 
tcth of SF, Cyprian, that his heart burned with Euangelicall 
pietie,and his ſpeech was an(werable to his heart: he ſpake 
eloquent things , and yet rather ſtout and conſtant, then 
eloquent, Neither did hee onely ſpeake, but liue ſo. So 
ſhould it 'bee with all the Miniſters of the Word of God, 
And therefore -the Emperonr Ualentinian writing to the 
Biſhops about the elefion of a new Biſhop of Allaine , 
faith in-this manner:You know plainely,being taught out 
of Gods Word, what a manner of man a Biſhop ſhould be, 
namely, that he ought not by word onely to gouerne his 
people,bur by his life alſo; and to ſhew himſelfe a follow- 
er of all vertue, and to haue his good conuerſation a wit- 
ne{ſe of his doArine. Wherunto agreeth that ſaying ofthe 
heathen Orator, that they lay vpon themſclues a Law of 
innocencie, 


FE. 


ods:hawſe. 5p 
innocency, continencie, and all yertues, thatcall others 
to account for their life, And queſtionleſſe the negle& of 
this dutie is one maine and principall cauſe why the mini» 
ſtery of anumber ſucceedeth no better. For while they 
ſpeake out of their reading, and out of their iudgement, 
and haue no more care to praRtife that which they teach, 
the people arerather offended,and turned out of the way 
of godlineſſe, then any whit prouoked to walke in it. And 
hence it commeth to paſſe many times, that a man of no 
mouth, as Moſes calleth himſelf,that is,of very meane gifts, Zxod.4.zo, 
that leadeth a godly life,dctn more good in Gods Church, 
then many a prophane man with greater learning. Which 
is not ſpoken to derogate any thing at all fromthe moſt 
neceſſaric helpes of learning, wherewith a Miniſter ſhould 
be furniſhed : but rather to ſtirre vs all vp,as we have been 
taught,to expreſle in our liues, that we profeſle and teach 
with our mouthes. So would it come to paſle, that as wee 
ſhould dee more good to others, ſo we ſhould make our 
1 Miniſtery more comfortable to our ſelues, Yea, as the 
4 Apoflle faith, in the place' before alleaged ; We ball ſane 1.Tim.4.16. 
onr ſelues, and them that heare vs. ; 

The vſe of this doQtine to the people, is to admoniſh 
them,not to bee offended, though ſometimes = ſee a 
Miniſter nothueas he teacheth, Itis ſtrange to ſeehow 
curiouſly many men with gazing eyes doe prie into the 
lives and conuerſations of Miniſters, and if they find any 
thing neuer ſo little amiſfe, they firetch it on the tenter= 
Meer agony make a mountaine of euery moke-hill : crying 
out with open mourhes againſt the ill lives of all Mini- 
ſers,though their owne be a great deale worſe, But hy- 
pocrites as they are, aman may wellſay ynto them, as 
our Sauiour Chriſt ſaid of fuch like in his time, Phy ſeeff Mat,7.3- 
thou the mote that is in thy brothers oye, and perceiveſt not the 
beame that is in thine owne eye? But if the accuſation were 
neuer ſo iuſt and true,that there were ſome Miniſters (as 
God knoweth there bee tog many) that confuted their 
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good Sermons with their lewde liues : yet that ought nor 
to make altogether againſt all preaching, no more then 
the bad dealing of many Lawyers and Phylicians doth vt- 
wy condemne the whole praQtice of Law and phyſicke.. 
Beſides,there is in the Miniſtery,as in al other profeſſions, 
a number that are in truth no Miniſters, but cuen the ſcum 
and refuſe of the Miniſtery;ang cherefore it is againſt rea- 
ſon and equitic, to turne their vile and diſſolute behaui- 
our,to the gencrall diſgrace of al godly Miniſters. Againe, 
it is moſt true,that the beſt Miniſters that are,are not freed 
from the common infirmitics and corruptions of man- 
kinde,as the Apoſtle ſaith of Elias, that though he were a 
man of excellent graces, yet be was ſubielt to the ſame paſſi- 
ons that we are.. And as Paul and Barnabas confeſſed of 
themſclues, in the ſame word, when the men of Lyſtra 
would haue ſacrificed ynto them, O ye men, ſay they, why 
doe yee thee things? we are enen men ſubielt tothe like paſſions 
that ye be: neither are they indued with greater priuiled- 
ges againſt finne, then other men (as the Apoftle Pas/, 
though rarely ſanRified, doth acknowledge of himſelfe.) 
And thercfore,they are not able in all reſpects to performe 
and praQtiſe that which they teach to others : For if they 
could doe according to their doctrine, they. were moſt. 
happy.Butalas, they that are moſt diligent and conſciona- 
ble in admoniſhing others, cannot do it themſclues. And 
therfore,men ſhould rather labor to reape benefit by their 
preaching,then to wrangle and cauill at their liuing. For 
they are not to liue by the example of any man, but by the 
rules and precepts of the Word of God.. Andifthe Afs- 
wiſter a> the way of God truly, as the Phari/es ſaid of - 
our Saujour Chriſt, though himſclfe walke not alwaies 
with a right foote inthe ſame; the people are ro followhis 
doctrine rather then his life. . As our Sauiour. Chriſt com-. 
manded the Jewes, that though the: Scribes did ſay and nov 
fo: yet becauſe they /ate in Moſes his ſeat they ſhouldobſerne 
axd dee whatſoener they, bid them obſerne ; Mat. 23 #3 ne: 
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doubrleſſe, as Saint Auguſtine ſaith well to thispurpoſe, =; 

He that teacherh wiſely and eloquently, and yetliueth Dedoft.C"r.6.4. 

wickedly, hee inſtruterh many men by his preac 

though he be ynprofitable to his owne ſoule. And alittle 

after he addeth : They may be heard with profit to others, 1 

which doe vnprofitably themſAues. 2” © = Tn 
Diniding the Word ofa aright.| The word here vſed is 6pyonymrres 

a borrowed ſpeech, taken,as ſome expound ir, from ('ar- ov 

penters, that cut their timber by aright line : or as others Bexs,Piſcator, 

interpret it,from that cutting and diuiding of the ſacrifi- gc, | 

ces,which the Prieſts vſed in the Law : wherein the Apo- Lex.1-6,7,8,12, 

flle expreſſeth the chiefe and principall office of a Aimfter, & 6 

For ſecing a Miniſteris implied 1n the moſt excellent pro- 

feſſon of al others,namely,in propounding and deliuering 

the Word of truth ynto Gods people, then which there is 

nothing greater nor more precious in all the world,the 

Apoſtle here infirueth him, how hee is rightly to bandle 

the ſame. Now this right diuiding ofthe Word confiſtethz 

firſt,in the right interpreting of the Scripture. Secondly, 

in the right diſpoſing of it in an apt and fit methode, 

Thirdly,in propounding and delivering it in ſuch plaine 


Fourthly,in applying the ſame ynto the hearers,as their ca- 
pacity is able to bear/and as their neceſſity doth require. 

Forthe firſt of theſe, the Miniſtermuſt be carefull to in- 
terpret the place of Scripture, which he handlerh, and ts 
lay open the meaning of it, eſpecially if there bee any _ 
_ in it,that is hard to be ynderſtood. Thus did Ezra 
that learned Seribe,who was prompt in the Law of God, when Ex747.66 
he ſtood 'p inthe Pulpit which was made for thepreach- 
ing,heread in the books of the Law of Goddiftintty, and gane Nebem.8.4,8. 
the ſenſe. Now the Scripture is beſt igterpreted,when it is 
interpreted according to the meaning of the author of ir, 
that is the Lord. «And if any ſhall obieQ, who hath kwowne 1.Cor-2416 
the minde of the Lord? 1 anſwere,that if in interpreting the 
Scripture, we follow the analogie of faith, we cannot _ 
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of themind of the Lord. As the Apoſtle faith: 1fwe prophe. 
ſie,that is,if we expound the Scripture,/et vs propbeſie accore 
ding to the proportion of farth.. Where he ſets downe the true 
{axon of diſcerning a true interpretation from a falſe, 
namely,ifit be examined according tothe infallible max- 
imes and principles of Chgſtian faith,contained in thc 4- 
poſtles Creede,as it is commonly called, which from the be- 
ginning of the preaching of the Goſpell,was written as an 
epitome and abridgement therof, and was therfore worthi- 
ly called the rule and ſquare of faith. Whereunto agreeth ' 
that ſaying of S. Augaftine, When diligence applied, ſhall 
perceiue ir yncertaine,how a thing muſt be diſtinguiſhed, 
or how it muſt be pronounced ; let a man conſult withthe 
rule of faith, which he hath receiued from-plainer places of 
Scripture,and from the authoritie of the Church. And' in- 
deede for the moſt part we ſhall find, that the harder pla- 
ces of the Scripture arc interpreted by ſome other that are 
lainer, And therefore it is{aid of Ezra in the place be 
orealleaged,as Tremelius readeth it, that when hee read 
the Law ta the peopleghe opened the ſenſe, and gaue the 
vnderftanding by the Scripture it ſelfe. But I will dwell 
no lon "ger inthe amplifying of this point :. he that defireth 
ro reade more hereof, let him pcruſethe learned Treatiſe of 
that-worthy and reuerend fnan, Maſter Door Whittakers, 
wherein hee diſputeth the ſame at large againſt Bellar- 
mine. 
The vſe of it,in a word,is to reprooue firftall thoſe, who 
being ſworne vaſſals to the Pope,make him the onely-in- 
terpreter of the Scriptures. For howſocuer they.talke of 
the Fathers, and of generall Councels to bee. conſulted 
withallin this caſe, yetin the ende they. bring all.to the 
Pope, and make-him the vmpire in the whole buſineſle. 
But the- Apoſtle Faxl hath taught vs, that as no man kyow- 
eth the things of man, but the ſpinis of man that is within 
him : enen ſo no man knoweth the things of God, but the 
Spirit of Gad, That ſame Spirit, by whoſe pn 
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of iGads houſe, | 6x 
| whole Scripture was ginen, and by whom the bolymenthar 2.Petgr.u1, 
penned the. Scripture were wooxed, he muſt n zee the 
eſt WE je of the Scripture. "IP 
Secondly,it reprooueththoſe,who when they come to. 
bandle the Scripture in the hearing of Gods people, doe. 
dwell onely in the rind or. outward barke, and. leaue the 
marrow and inward life and ſoule of the $cripture yntou- 
ched, For euen as the fruit of light metals, is abouc in Sevtca-epit.23, 
the top of the.carth bur thoſe are richeſt, whoſe veine is 
hidden deepe,. and will euery day more fully fatiſhe him 
that diggerth : ſo there are many excellent things hid, as 
it were in the bowels of the holy Scriptures, which with 
aſuperficiall and ouerly kind of ftudie, cannot be attained 
ynto. And therefore, if it bee tþe dutie of all that ſtudie 
the Scriptures, to. ſearch them diligently, as our Sawjour 7obn 5.39. 
faith, . yea, to /ceke: for the knowledge thereof as for fulner**1094+ 
and digge for it as for hid treaſare, Much more is it the 
Miniſters dutie, who muſt open and explaine the ſame 
vnto the- people. And therather, becauſe, as Saint Hie- - C4þe3 ad+ 
rom ſaith, There is no word, no ſyllable, no tittle- or ac- r 
cent,no little prickein the holy Scriptures, but ic is full of 
knowledge. | - 
Thirdly, itreprooueth yet another ſortzwho ſearch-too + 
farre into the Scriptures, .and.not contenting themſclues - 
with the naturall fenſe and meaning of the place, draw all 
ft to Allegories,and myfticall expoſlitions.Concerning whom 
I will _ ſer downe what Saint Anguſftjme faith in this 
| caſe. As,ſaith he,they ſeeme to bemuch deceiued, which poChuane” 
thinke there is nothing at all-in the Scriptures, that ſighifi- 763+ 
eth any thing elſe, but that it was done ;afterthatmanner : - 
ſo they ſceme- to bee very bold, which-auauch, that all 
things there,are wrapped vp andinfoldedin Alegories. 
The ſecond thing wherein the right. diuidipg of the 
Word confiſteth, is the right diſpoſing of the things to be - 
dcliuered in an apt and fit method. This is moſt neceſla-. 
ry.For hereby cucry thing commeth to hauc his due place, 
I3_ that 


<£ 


LIMA 


Epiſt.2g, 


Macrob Satur, 


lib.r.prefat. 


62 


that it may bee orderly and methodically vttered. Tris a 
trueſaying that Sexeca hath to this purpoſe, It is a profita- 


- blething, and very neceſſaric for him that would attaine 


to wiſedome, to haue Philoſophy divided, and that great 
body to bee diſpoſed into his members, For we are more 
eaſily brought by rhe parts vnto the knowledge of the 
whole. Andalittle after : Whatſocuer is growne fome- 
what great,it is more eaſily diſcerned,if it be ſeparated in- 
to parts. It were to ſmall purpoſe, if a workeman had 
ſtones and timber, and all other iuffe neceflarie for the 
building ofan houſe,vnlefle hee did diſpoſe and ſet eueric 
thing in order, So likewiſe,it is to as little purpoſe, fora 
Miniſter to be furniſhed with plentiful matter of inftrugi- 
on for his hearcrs,vnleſſ@hee obſerue an orderly methode 


.in his teaching. Confuſion hath euer been accounted the 


mother oferrour. And therefore in all things,men are care- 
full to proceede in an orderly courſe, In anarmie,al things 
are placed in due order, And in a feaſt,the Sewer doth not 
onely ſet good meat onthe table, but alſo diſpoſeth euery 
thing fitly in due place and time : much moreſhould this 
be obſerved of a Miniſter ofthe Word,in the right diſpo- 
ſing of the food ofmens ſoules. 

This ſerueth for the reproofe of thoſe that 'offend 
againſt this courſe in the two extremes. As firſt, ſuch as 
obſerue no order nor methode at all in handling of the 
word, but vtter whatſocuer commeth on the tongues end. 
Whereby it commeth to paſſe, that many times they wan- 
der from their Text they know not ar Amr and are as 
farre from the ſcope and ſenſe of it,as the Eaſt is from the 
Weſt. And hence alſo arifeth another inconuenience, that 
they weary atidtyre out their hcarers by falling into odi- 
ous and irkeſome tautologies and repetitions, wherein 
they oftenloſe themſetues in ſuch ſort, as.they cannot get 


Lib.g Jeclam.s. out, Whereas Seneca faith wittily in diſgrace of ſucha 


one, That it is no lefſe 'yertue to know when tomake an 
end,then how to ſpeake. | 


Secondly, 
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- Secondly, ſuch as are ouer-curious in their diuifions. A 
thing which Senece condemneth in the handling of Philo- In partes, non in 
ſophie : 1 will diuide it, ſaith he, into on, not into gbbse /refi« daidem, 
bets: and,Itis profitable to haue it diuided, not minſed. ts 4 
And againe, The parts ſhould not bee innumerable and 11, , vity ba- 
ouer-little. For it is as great a fault to haue too many di-' bet,nimia quod- 

| uiſfions,as none at all. And in a word,it is liketo confufi- rl: diviſe, 
on,whatſoeuer is cut as ſmall as duſt. Much more is this a Ib:d: 

thing to be condemned, in dividing of the holy Word of 
God. For they that are ſo nice in their ditifions and ſub- 

diuifions without end,are.cuen like the horſe, that when 
hee goeth to drinke, blundreth and troubleth the water 

with his foote, which was cleare before: ſo dotheſe leaue 

; the Word of God by this meanes more obſcure'to the 

poore people, then they found it. Let it be our care there+ 
fore,to obſerue a plaine and eafie methode,contenting our 

ſelues with the naturall diuifion of the Text,that our hea- 

* rersin their vnderſtanding,may be able to follow vs from 
point to point,as they are deliuered. 
| The third thing wherein the right dividing of the 
Word conſiſteth,is to propound and deliver the inftruci- 
ons of it,in ſuch apt and fit words, as the hearers may vn- 
derſtand it. Thus did Ezra open the law to the people in 
ſuch plaine manner,as he cauſed them to vnderſtandit, And Nebem $8. . 
the eApofile Paxlprofeſieth, that his preaching ſtood not in \,cor.2.4, 
j the intifing ſpeech of mans wiſedome, but in pl ame enidence of 
the Spirit,and of power, Hee did not ſet a gloſſe vpon the 
Wordby humane art,as Marchants doe ypon their 'wares 
to make them more beautifull:; but as he ſaith in the ſame 
Chapter, He did ſpeake in words, which the holy Ghoſt-#awght Ve 13«- 
him,comparing ſpirituall things with ſpiritual things; And 
indeed as the Goſpell proceedethnot from men,but from 
God: ſoit teacheth things that are aboue 'mans ſenſe and 
reaſon, And therefore in deliuering ofthe ſame,the Mini- 
fter ſhould vſe not humane; but diuineeloquence, Gods 
Word is. ſpirituall; and therefore-the: ſpeech wherein - 
| nauſt « 
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muſt alſo be ſpirituall, euen taught by 


.- the Spirit And that is a plaine and an cafie ſtile, which is 
.both moſt fit to carry the Word to the.conſcience of euery | 
man,and alſo to expreſle the Maieſtie of the-Word, And 
therefore the Hpoſile faith in another place; thathe had ra- = 
ther ſpeak fine words in the Church with his underflanding, - 
that he might alſo inftrutt ethers,then ten thouſand wordes in a 
| ' ſtrange tongue : 1.Cor.14.19.. To whichpurpoſe Saint Au- 
- Dott: Chr: " ftenc hath a good ſaying : Hee that teacheth, muft not 
TI care with how great eloquence he teacheth: but with how 
Cicera inM. great cuidence and plaineneſle. For what doth pureneſle 
 ntonePhilip.z. of ſpeech profit, which the vnderſtanding of the hearer 
doth not follow? Seeing there is no cauſe at all of ſpea- 
I king, if they doe not vnderſtand what wee ſpeake, for 
E.. © whoſe ſake wee ſpeake, that they may vnderſtand. And 
HD therefore he that teacheth, muſt ſhun all words that teach 
not. jk 
Horat.de art. This ſerueth toreproouecall thoſe, that thinke ſcorne to 
heet. condeſcend and toope to the capacities of the poore peo- 
ple, but vſc vaineeloquence,ſuch as the hearers cannot vn- 
derftand, As there.are many that come into the Pulpit 
with an affeQed kinde of grauitic, as though they were 
great men,and with bombaſted .and trange new coined 
words labour to aſtoniſh and amaze their hearers, when 
(God knoweth)the matter is (o idle and vaine,as that men 
of judgement are almoſt ficke to heare it. To ſuch the | 
| .common-proucrbe may be applied, There is great boaſt, | 
Jbid, and little roſt. Theſe men haue little defire to edifie their 
hearers,or to conuert ſoules to. God, when they will not 
ſpeake to their ynderſtanding, Ithath cuer been accoun- 
ted the beſteloguence,and the beſt Orators hauc alwaies 
made it their thiefeſt care, to expreſle their meaning in the 
fitteſt and apteſt words that could be. And therfore,Oft«- 
Suetonedn Ofice 1544 the Emperour,a man of excellent ſpeech himſelfe,re- 
buketh CH, Avroniae as a mad man,as writing ſuch things 


which men might rather wonder at, then — 
| : Mu 
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Much moreis this a fault in'a Miniſter of the Ward;whole 


greateſt defire and endeuour ſhould bee to-compole-and Sexecs. 


order mans manners,andnot their words, andto-ſpeake. 
tothe hearts,and nottothe cares of his hearers. ed 
eloquence may for a time tickle and delighr-the.care, but. 
it yaniſheth away like the empticſound of miuficke with- 
out fruite, RT: | 


The fourth and laſt thing,wherein the right dividing 


the Word confiſteth, is to apply the ſame to the capacitic 
and ſcuerall neceſſities of the hearers : as if a Father ſhou}d calvin. 
cut a loafe of bread in pieces to feede his children.: The {ocum- 


dodrine muſt be:tempercd to theeſtate and-condition of 
the auditorie.This is the chiefe of all the reſt, and therfore 
all the Interpreters beat moſt ypon ir,as it 'werewith one 
conſent. Bezafaith : Lethim-confider diligently, what 
the capacitic ofhis hearers is able to-beare, andwhatma- 
keth toedification, And P:ſcator *Let him wiſely diſtri- 


. buteit, and apply itto the neceſſities of highearers. And 


Arete: Let it it bee referred to the capacitic of the hea- 
rers : for it is right when we propound to our hearers,that 
which they are able to conceiue,thatwhichthcir faith can 
vnderſtand and beare. As a good $eward appointeth not 
ſo much food for an infant;as for thoſe that are art full age: 
nor for a ſicke,as for a ſtrong ftomacke. And Anſclmme : 
That thoumayeſt neither giue holy things to degs, nor 


_ _ raſtpearles before ſwine : butmayeſt declare the Word,as 


it ought to bee, according to the qualitic of cuery mans 


--« perſon,&c. And Gorrar; namely,By tcaching and preach- 
. -* Ing according to the necefſitic of the hearers, 'that thou 


mayeſt giue ſixong meate to them that are perfe&, and to 
babes in Chriſt milke todrinke. And Liz«: Topropound 
words agreeable to euery one, namely, more highpoints 
for them that arewiſe, and more plaine andeafie leſſons. 
for the imple. And the ordinarie Gloſſe : According as 

isconuenient for euery one,that he may diſtribute ſpiritu= 
all things tothem that axe profound, and milke tolittle 

| K children. 
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- 66 The faithfull Steward 
children. "And indeede, this is the chicfe patt of a CIſani.. 


Like 12.43. 


Keb.5.13,14. 


1-C07.3.24 


Greg.in prolog, 
$ari.3.paſt. 
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fers datie, euen like « faitbfull and a wiſe Steward to gine to 
exery one in the houſe their portion of meate tn ane ſeaſon : 


namely, that that is fit forthem, and appertaineth ynto- 


them. And the &pofile Pan! compareth the grounds and 
principles of Religion,and points of { atechiſme to mithe, 
wherewith they that are babes in ( briſt muſt be fed : and 
the higher and profounder points of doftrine vato ftreng 
weate, which belongeth to thems that are of age, &r.Where- 
vnto his praQtice alſo was anſwerable: For he ſaith be gave 
the Corinthians wilks to drinks and wot meate, becanſe they 
were not able to beare it. One and the ſame exhortation a- 


grceth notto all men. Oftentimes thoſe things hurt ſome, 


that profit other ſome. Bread which ſtrengrtheneth the life 
of ſtrong men, killeth little children, Hearbs which nou- 
riſh ſome kind of creatures, kill other fome, and a light 
whiſtling which appeaſeth Horſes,prouoketh Dogs. And 
therfore the ſpecch of the Teachers, muſt be framed accor- 
ding to the qualicie of the hearers. Spirituall doctrine 
ſhould be deliuered after the manner of food, whcrein ac- 
cording to the rules of Phifche,foure things are to be con- 
fidered, Firſt,the ſubſtance of it, thatit be wholeſome and 
fir tonouriſh, not poyſonſull and infeRtious : ſo the do- 
rine that is taught, for ſubſtance muſt bee found and 
truc,not falſe and' hereticall. Secondly, the qualitic of it, 
thatit-be temperate and not too curious: fo the manner of 
delivering the Word muſt be plaine and caſie, as hath bin 
faid alreadie.Thirdly,the quantity of it, that it be not too 


hetle,for that weakeneth nature,nortoo muchyfor that op- 


prefieth and ouerwhelmeth. So the Miniſter, though hee 


neede not feare the exceſſe, becauſe hee is commanded to - 
preach in ſeaſov, and out of ſeaſon: yet he muſt be careful 


that he ſcant- not the people of the Word, and fo =. 
that fam/re among them,which the Lord threataeth. An 
laſt of all,the neceſfitie of him that eateth : For one kinde 
of foode. is fitfor a ſound bydy, and another for a ficke-: 
| one 
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one for a young man, another for an old man one for a 

weake man, another for. a ftrong-man. "There bee many 

things which are wholeſome to: him that is in health, 

which are deadly to.him that is ficke. Honey is nouriſhing 

to old perſons, which yet, they ſay, hurterh children, and 

breedeth gripings inthe belly which gnaw the bowels. A- 
caine,there mult be varietic of food, according tothe qua- 

litic of the diſeaſe. As one kinde of medicine-is not yſed 

for all diſcaſes : ſo neither one doctrine agreeth toal men, 

To diuers diſeaſes, ſaith Bernard, there agree diuers medi= 77 Apolog.ad 
cines,and ſtronger to themthat are ſtronger, Anda medi- Gul, Abbat. 
cine that abateth one difcafe, increaſeth the ſtrength of a- 

nother. Euerything therefare muſtbe fitted tothe condi- 

tion of the hearers. The Husbandman confidereth well 


 thequalitic of the ground, before he fow his ſeede. For pugil. 


there is no ground that is fit for all ſeede. Bur ſome ſcede Georg,lib.r. 
will grow better on one foile then on another. And fome 
plants will thriue and profpervell in one kind of ground, 01d.de art, 
which will notlike at all inanother, So the Mwmnſter, that 
is,Gods Sceds-man,muſt conſider the qualitie ofhis hea- 
rers,that he may fit his doQtrine accordingly, The Fiſher- 
man doth not alwaies vſe one kinde of net. Hee doth not 
fiſh with a caſting-net in the middeſt of the Sea, where the 
greathiſhes might breake his net; neither doth hee ſpread 
great nets 1n the ſhore, to take little fiſhes, which might 
Pac et out againe through the wide holes ; for ſo 

ce ſhould loſe all his labour, but he fitteth his nets accor- 
ding to the fiſh which he defireth to catch : ſo the Aſini- 
fter, who is appointed to fiſs men to life, muſt apply his do- 
Etrine inſuch {ort,as hee ſceth his hearers may be ſooneſt 
caught. And therefore very well faith Gregorie to this Cur paſt.part.3. 
purpoſe, that it is matter of great ſtudie and labour, that 4«þ*2» | 
in exhorting euery man, the Miniſter obſerue andregard 
euery thing,and that al things be diſpenſed to euery man, 
that doe properly appertaine vnto. him, But much more 
labourſome is it, at one and the ſame time, with the _ 

K 2 
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of one-common. exhortation. to-admoniſh- innumerable 
hearers, labouring of diuers paſſions, thatas it were with a 
two-ed ged ſword, he: may cut off on both ſides the ſwel> 
lings of carnall-thaughts, and like wraſtlers, may turne 
himſelfe cuery way in ftriking. 

There are foure ſorts of Miniſters that come to betax- 
ed and reprooucd by this dotine: Firſt, ſach as ſpend 
the time in delivering vnprofitable & impertinent things, 


ſuch as tend not at all to edification. As many take a great: 


pride and buſie themſelues in anſwering friuolous and idle 
queſtions, . which-themſelucs had ro. 4 before, for the 0- 


ſentation of their wit. A man may ſay to them-whien they” 
comedowne,as Phaworinus the Philoſopher faid once to a: 
boaſting Granmarien, that had wearied him and others 


with an idle diſcourſe: They haue taught many things 


which they knew not before,and which they had no defire- 


to know. Or as XMn/onirs ſaid to ſuch another; Both the- 
ſpeaker and the, hearers loſe their labour. 


Secondly, ſuch as delight onely to /handle- obſcure and* 
difficult points of doQtrine, ſuch as few-or none of their - 
hearers arc able to vnderftand.. A thing which cuen the - 
Heathen men haue.condemned. Among the wiſe and an-. 


cient Greeia»:,the difficult and hard points of their religi- 


on,wereneuer laid open to the diſcuſſing of ignorant peo-. 
ple, bur werecloſed vp withfilence. And Ferro remooued 


thoſe bookes which hee wrote of the profoundeſt queſti- 


ons,and darkeſt myſteries of Theolegie,from the fight and 
knowledge of the multitude,and ſhut them vp within the -- 
wall of the Schooles. Much more ſhould the Miniſters vf 
the Word bee carefull not tohandle deepe and intricate - 


points of Diuinitie inthe hearing of poore ignorant _-_ 
ple, left being v»learned, and not able to-ynderſtan 


le Peter ſaith, 


Thirdly,ſuch as deliver good and profitable-doQtrine, 


bpt.neuer apply it to mens conſciences. Doctrine and ap= 


plication. 


the 
ſame,they perzert them to their owne deſtruttion, as the Apo-- 
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" of Gods houſe, * -  &G: ** | 
f plication ſhould not be ſeparated yea, the Apofi/e maketh 1.Cor.14.3. 
this the chiefe end of propheſying, thatis, of preaching the: 
Word,namely,to ſpeaks to edrfying,to exbortation,and to com- 
fort. And he exhorteth TiM OTHE v $,to gine attendance, 1.,Tin.4.13- 
as well to exbortation,as to doftrine. Andin his preaching 
torebuke and exhort,as well as to teach, And the me heal- 2Ti”m4.t- 
ſo commandeth Tit, And this himſelte praQtiled in all Tie.z.r5-- 
his Epiltles, where firſt hee ſetteth downe matter of do-- | 
rine, for the. information of the iudgement,and then pro-- 
ceedeth to matter of exhortation, for the reformation, of 
manners. Do&rine indeed is profitable toperſwade the 
indgement : burit is the application of the doArine, thar 
mult worke ypon the-heart and affeions to winne- them, 
So that application is the very life and edge of doQrine; 
without which it is dull,cold, barren,and as good as dead, * 
and dothlittle good vnto the hearers. Not becauſe there 
is any defe@inthe Word, forit is perfect to all vſes and 
purpoſes:but becaulc few or none will-apply the doctrine 
p to themſelues,if the Miniſter negleR to doe it; For accor- 
ding to the common ſaying, That which is ſpoken to all,is 
fi often to none; becauſe euery man poſteth ir off to his 
Chomd willnot take it to himſelfe, vnlefle the Minifter 
lay it home to his conſcience;and fo apply it,(as Chriſt did 
to the chicfe-Prieſts and Phariſes) as they may perceine that Mat-21.45« 
| he ſpeaketh of them, Tfa Phiſician ſhould vralinibe neuer {0 
j excellent and approoued a medicine.vnto his Patient, yet 
' ifitbenotapplied, it can doc him no good. No more can 
the doctrines of the Word,though neuer ſo excellent, vn- - 
leſſe they be applicdto the conſcience, The Word of God Epbeſ..17.. 
is a /ſword,yea,a two-edged ſword to cut both waies, Burt it Heb.4-14. . 
is like a fword in a ſcabberd, and cannot cutatal,vnlefle it | 
be drawne out by application. Now the bare reading of 
the Word cannot doe this; it is the-powerfull lk S | 
of it that worketh this effe&, And therefore Stapleton, = | 
though a Papiſt,and therfore no great friend topreaching, [& . 7. 
yet he preferreth it infinitely before reading. ones > / 42 
altn.i —-- 
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faith he,planteth yang beginners, and watereth them that 


L4 


e forward. And in anather place: The voice gf God 


ſoundeth moſt effeually in Sermons, not in books. And 


'Plin. Secund. 
bb.z,eqiit.z . 


2-C0Y.4.2, 


Domimica. 2. 


poſt Ponte, oft. 


many times it. commeth to paſſe, that one andthe fame 
ſenteace, which being read, made no imprefsion in the 
mind,being ſpoken and deluuercd in a Serman,doth migh- 
tily Rirre vs vp : and that which, though we know it be- 
fore in reading,was not obfcrued; in preaching is obſer- 
ued with' admiration, and doth wonderfully pleaſe vs, 
which before we pafled ouer without any taſte, 

Laſt of all, ſuch as giue themſelues to flattertbeir hea- 
rers, handling the Word of God gecertfily; or as it is in the 
Vulgar Franflation,adw/terating the Word : which Staple- 
ton wittily expoundeth in this manner: They doe adulte- 


-ratetthe Word of God, faith he,that doe nor thereby ſecke 


Gal.4-16. 


to beget children vnto God, but onely to benefit them- 
{clucs in pleahog mens humours : as adulterers ſecke for, 


no ifſue, but onely intend their owne pleaſure. Theſe arc 
they that fit their words,not to mens diſcafes, butto their 
defires,and doe not play the Phificians, but the clawbacks 
and the Paraſites. But eucry faithfull cMyniffer muſt firſt 
terrifie mens minds with the threatnings of the /aw, and 
then,if need ſtand,raiſe them vp with = promiſes of the 
Goſpell. And they that after this manner dewide the Word 4- 
—_—_— (ure by Gods bleſsing to ſee ſome fruits of their 
labour in the Church. The Afin;fter muſt remember, that 
he hath to deale as well with:the wicked,as with the god- 
ly ; and therefore hee muſt ſo temper his doctrine, as nei- 
ther the one may haue occaſien giuen him to deſpaire,nor 
the othcr may take to himſelfethe promiſes of God, when 
they arenot due vato him. This peraduenture will bee 
troubleſome,and it may he will procure him hatred,as the 


Galatians counted-the eApoſile P A v 1. their enemie,becanſe » 


ha told them the truth, But a Miniſter muſt not ſatisfie mens 
deſires, but faithfully execute that which God hath giuen 
him in commandement. And as Phyſiciavs do many times 

powre 
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: perſon, He yes ws truth; in his 


© muſt not onely rehearſe the Word of God by the way, bur 
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powrebitrter potions into mens mouthes, whether they. 
wilorno; and as Swrgeons cut and ſcare mens wounds, 
though they ſtruggle neuer ſo, if there bee necefvitie : ſo 
the Mimfler muſt not reſpe& the daintic and tender eares 
of the people, bur muſt conſtantly aime at the ende of his 
Miniſtery. It was ſpoken in the commendation of our $«- 
ionr Chriſt ,cuen by the mouth of his greateſt enemies, | 
that be taught the way of God _ and confidered no mans Matth.y1.16.. 
odrine he ſpake nothing 

to winne the fauour of any man, he delivered nothing but 
what the trurh it ſelfe ſuggeſted ynto him. So muſt it bee 
with all the Miniſters of Chriſt; they muſt neither reſpe&t 
the diſpleaſure,nor the fauour of any man. Stapleton Gre 
keth very peremptorily : They are the miniſters of Satan, 
that either perſwade, or promiſe, or dare giue peace to a 
wicked man without repentance, 

Finally;this do&trine ſerueth to ſtirre vp euery one of vs 
to the faithfull and fincere performance of this dutie. We 


by diuiding it aright, we muſt fitly apply it ro ſeuerall pla- 
ces,times and perſons. And whether we purpoſe to teach, 
or to exhort, or to rebuke, orto comfort, wee muſt not 
pleaſe mens earcs with an emprtic ſound of words, and 
with curious ſpeeches made 2 oſtentation : but wee ' 
muſt labour to pierce euen into the hearts ofmen, and to 
ſpeake to their foules and conſciences. And therefore, to 
ſhut vp all with that ſpeech of Saint Chry/oftome, A Paſtor Lb. de ſacer{o% - 
Randeth neede of great wiſedome, and fixe hundred eyes, 
that he may euery way rightly diſcerne the diſpoſiti- 
on of mens minds, that he may know when he 
is to deale mildly and gently,and when. 
roughly and | 4 wy 


FINIS.. 


